a mpuHUecca AHHA €[Ba yaepxkajach B KojecHuIe. OHa BCs CKAIACH
OT XOJIOZIA U CTpaxa. bypaH BCTynui B CpakeHHE C COJIHEUYHBIMH JIyYa-
mu. KonecHuiia Hae3:xalia Ha HUX, a T€ OTOpackiBayu €€ B ctopoHy. Ho
COJIHIIE YK€ B3sUIO BJIACTh HaJ HEOOM. OHO CTaHOBUJIOCH BCE sipue U
spde, a cuia OypaHa Bc€ yObiBasia U yObIBasia. A Korjia Ha HeOe He ocTa-
JIOCh HU OJHOTO 00JayKa, BCKOYMJ OypaH B CBOIO KOJIECHUILY, CXBaTHII
npuHIEecCy AHHY ¥ ym4yascs B napctBo Hepmel.

B3Bbi1a oT oTyasHus MupTta, Tak el ObLI0 JKallb MPUHIIECCY. 3a-
BbUIM-3aIlJIaKajIu U Bce Oenble Measean. U toraa emié rpomye B3peBesia
Mupra, 1 BEpHbIE €€ CIIyTU-MeIBENU TBEPABIM TSHKEIBIM IIArOM HaIlpa-
BWINCH B CTOpOHY LapctBa Hepmel. Paaom ¢ Hent mén Muxaii, a Bie-
peau KaTuics BOJNIIEOHBIN MIap, Urpasi MepeuBaMH IPKOTO CBEUCHHSL.
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Pacxopsmuecs oT HEro Jy4yu ObUTM TAKUMU SPKUMHU, YTO 3a1yTh UX HE
MOT JIa’K€ CaMblil CUIIbHBIN BeTep. CHEXHas My CThIHA 3aMepiia — IMyTh
B apcTBO Heprbl ObLT OTKPHIT.

Cama mpaBUTENIbHUIIA OT 3JIOCTU METAJIACh MO LAPCKUM MOKOSIM.
E& nokunynu Bce — noapyKKU-HEPIIbl PACIION3IUCh KTO Ky/1a, METEb
U BbIOra cOealu mojaiblie oT 3TUX MecT. Toinbko OypaH aa mypra
octaBanuch emE ¢ Hedl. Ho cenoit Oypan Tak ObicTpo yOeran oT coJi-
HEYHBIX JIy4Yell, 4TO BCE HUKAK HE MOT OTAbIIIarhes. Tenepp OH Jiexkal,
pacIuiacTaBLIMCh Ha JIEASHOM IOy TPOHHOTrO 3ana. Y Tonbko OeqHast
npuHiiecca AHHA TUXOHBKO CHJIEJa MOJ] HEYChIITHBIM B3[JISI0M 3710 U
KOJIFOYEH IMypru, KoTopas B JIIOOOW MOMEHT TOTOBa Obljla UCIIOIHUTH
npukazanne Hepnbl — 3aMOpO3UTh HAJOEBIIYIO €1 TPOTHUBHYIO JIEB-
yoHky. Hakoner| OypaH oTAbIIIaics, MOAHSICS BO BECh CBOM OTPOMHBIN
POCT ¥ BHOBB MOJIETENl HABCTPEUY ITyTHUKAM, [IOCMEBIIIUM BTOPTHYThCS
BO BiIasieHus Heprsbl.

— [ap!.. BonmeO6nsiit map!.. Tel 10MKEH OTHATH ero y Muxas u
Muptsl! Hade Mbl morubHeM! — Kpuydalia B OTYassHUM BCJIE]] yJIeTaro-
niemy oypany Hepra.

Ho He ycnient OypaH NOKMHYTh LIAPCTBO, KAK TYT ke 00KErcs 0 coJ-
HeuHble JTy4yd. Heckoibko pa3 Bo3Bpalajcs oH 00paTHO, coOupancs
C CUJIaMU Y BHOBb YCTPEMIISUJICS BIIEPET HABCTPEUY ITyTHUKAM, U CHOBA
HaTBIKAJICSI HA 0OXKUTarolKe CoMHeuHble Jyuyrd. OHM ObLIIM TaKUMU Sp-
KHMH, YTO OypaH OKOHYATEJIbHO MOTEPSJI CBOIO CHILY U PyXHYII B CHEX-
HYI0 IIyCTBIHIO, pa30exascs JErKUM BETEPKOM 10 €€ OeCKpailHUM Ipo-
CTOpaM.

A BOKpYT MpuHIIECCHl AHHBI KpYy>KWJIa-yBUBajJach mypra u 00ib-
HO ’Kanuiia e€ CBOMMHU KOJIKMMHU XOJIOIHbIMU BeTpamu. A Hepmna Bcé
npurosapusaia: «Moposs €&, Mopo3s. Ilycts Muxail yBUIUT BMECTO
MPUHILIECCHI JIEISHYIO TILIOY !»

SpxuMm cBetoM 3amwics ABopenr Hepmbl. DTo BommieOHbIN 1iap
npubIMKaics K e€ TPOHHOMY 3aiy. «3HauuT, Muxail, Mupra u eé ciy-
IU-MEJIBeIU MPOIUIA CHEXKHYIO MYCTBIHIO», — C y>KacoM IojayMaja
Hepma. Ona tak ucnyranace, 4to Croijisia co CBOEro TpoHa, 1, He 3Hasl,

102



YTO K€ €M JienaTh, OCTaHOBWIACch. Hepma ocranachk onHa, HUKOMY HE
HyXHas1. A Bce Te, KTO elé HEJaBHO BOCXHUILAJICS €€ CHIIOW U KPaco-
TOM, MepBBIMU OpoCcHIM €€ 1 cOexamu.

[Ilap BKaTtuics B 3a]1 U OCTAHOBUWJICS BO3JIE JIEASHON IVIbIOBI, Ha-
npasJisis Ha He€ CBOU sipkue Jydd. OT HUX UCXOIMUIIO TAKOE TEIUIO, YTO
€N MEUICHHO HadaJl TasATh, 4 KpaCaBUIla, 3aKII0YEHHAS B €10 IUIEH, —
0KMBaTh, CJIOBHO MTPOOY>KIasich OT foyiroro cHa. Hepna ¢ y>xacom cMo-
Tpesa Ha 1map, KOTOpbIil BOT-BOT MOT AoOparbces 1 10 He€. OHa 3amnon3ia
3a CBOM TPOH M TeNepb BbIOMpasa ya00HbIII MOMEHT, 4TOObI J0OpaThCs
110 Kpasl JIbJINHBI.

— Amnmna! Ilpunnecca Auna! — 3Ban Muxaii, BOeras 3a mapom
B TPOHHBIN 3aJI. YBUJEB, YTO AHHY BOT-BOT 3aMOPO3UT Mypra, BCTyIIUJ
Muxail B )K€CTOKYIO CXBaTKy — XBaraJl Mypry 3a JJIMHHBIA XBOCT U3
CWJIBHBIX BETPOB, OpOcall U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, a Ta, BIPBABLIUCH,
HaJieTajga Ha Muxas ¢ HOBOW CHIIOM.

A map Bc€ KaTHIICS M KATWICS MO0 TPOHHOMY 3ally, IEPEXos OT
OJTHOM JIeISTHOM TIIBIOBI K APYToM, MPUKACAsICh K KaXKA0M U3 HUX CBOU-
MU JIydyaMmH, pactaminBas Jéa. HanereBmas BHOBb ypra y»xxe 00xKu-
rajach O SpKH€ Jy4H BOJIIEOHOTO miapa. Y moHAB, UTO NPUXOAUT il
KOHell, IMOAXBAaTWjIa CBOM NOTPEIAHHBIA XBOCT U yMYaJIaCh HAJIEKO-
nanexko. Muxait 6pocuiicst K mpuHiiecce AHHE, IMOAXBAaTUII HA PYKU U
NOHEC HABCTpEUy JiyuyaM BOJIIEOHOTrO I1apa, YToObl T€ corpenu oen-
HSDKKY.

[{apcTBEHHOM MOXOAKOM B TPOHHBIN 3aJ1 BXOAWIa MupTa B OKpyxe-
HUU CBOMX BEPHBIX CIYT — OelbIX MeaBeaei. CpsaTaBIIKuCh 3a TPOH, OT
cTpaxa apoxana Hepna, a motoM, BEIOpaB y1I00HBI MOMEHT, MOIO371a
K Kparo JbJIMHbL. MUpTa y>Ke OYTH HacTynaja el Ha XBocT — Hepna
€/1Ba ycIlena CIIOJA3TH B BOAY U HBIPHYTh oA JiEn. Mupta 3apeBena, 1mo-
JlaBasi CUTHaJ CBOMM CJIyraM JOTHATh yIuIbIBarouryto Hepy.

— Mupra! He nago! Ilycte Hepna mibIBET oTCIO/Ia MTOAANBIIE U
OoJbIIe HUKOTIAa He Bo3Bpalaercs! OHa ocTanack ojHa U OOJbIIE HU-
KOMY HE€ HykHa. Ml HUKTO M HUKOTa HU B YEM HE MOMOXKET €. DTO U
€CTh CaMO€ CTPAaIlIHOE HaKa3aHue!
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MupTta cMoTpena B CTOpOHY ObICTpO yrubiBatoieir Hepmsl u my-
Maja, uyTo Muxail Bce-Taku IpaB: KaK CTPAIIHO ObITh HUKOMY HE HYXK-
HBIM Ha 3TOM CBeTe!

— Mupra! Bo3bMu cebe 3TOT BOIIMIEOHBIN 1Iap, — MPOI0JHKAI
TeM BpemeHeM Muxail. — OH 1o npaBy NpuHAAIECKUAT TeOe. Thl — Ha-
crosituii Apyr. Eciu Ob1 HE THI 1 OoJbIIne OeIbie MEABEIH, pa3Be ObI 5
MOT 00paThCsl OJIMH JI0 IapcTBa KoBapHOU Hepribl u cnacTu npuHIiec-
cy AHny!

Mupra cMoTpena Ha IpuHLieccy Jo00pbiMU I1a3amu. OHa Tak ObLIa
pazga OCBOOOXIEHHIO AHHBI U BCEX KpaCaBUI-TIPUHIIECC XOJOMTHOU
Crpanbl, 4TO ¥ BOBCE 3a0bUIa O CBOEM >KEJIaHUM HEMPEMEHHO 3aBlia-
JI€Th CTAPUHHON KHUTOW U BOJIIIEOHBIM IIapOM.

Bwmecte co Bcemu Mupta nro0oBajiack UTpoil IpPKUX KPacoOK He-
00BIYHOTO 1Iapa. A KOTja OH 3aMep, CO3Bajia CBOUX CIYT U CKazaja:

— Me1 Bepaém BepxoBHomy nyxy Tappe stot map. OH 1o npaBy
MIPUHAJJICKUT TOIbKO eMy. U ecim emé kTo-To nomnanét B 6exy, Tappa
00513aTETLHO TTOMOXKET.

MupTa NoATONKHYNA BOJIIIEOHBIN 1Iap CBOEH OOJIBIION CUIBHOM
JIaroM, U MOKATUJICA OH TOJBKO €My U3BECTHOM JHOPOrOM BO BIIAJCHUS
BepxoBnoro myxa Tappsl.

— A CTapuHHYI0 KHHUTY MBI OCTaBUM cebe, — pacnopsiau-
nach Mupra. — B Hell cToJIbkO MyIpocTH U nojckazok! OHa Oyaer
MIOMOTraTh HaM MOCTYIAaTh MPaBUJIBHO, YKAa3bIBaTh BEPHOE HAMpaBJie-
HUE.

Bces JIpaunaus nukoBajla — MIpUHIIECCA AHHA CIlac€Ha M KOpOJb
JIppuaum JIpauauii V 6ombine He turadeT. OH yCTPOWII JJ1sl CBOMX TTOJI-
JTAHHBIX HacTosIMi nup. Y Bce sxkutenu JIbAuHNM Tak IUisicalid U Bece-
JIMJIACh, YTO U HE 3aMETUIIN, KaK 3a XPYCTaJIbHbIE BOPOTA KOPOJIEBCTBA
BBIILIEII IPOCTOM CKPOMHBIN FOHOIIA MO0 nMeHn Muxan. Jloctan oH u3
CBOEH KOKaHOM CYMOYKHU JICJITHOW POXKOK, MPOTPYOMI B HEro TPUXK-
nbl. TyT ske Hauamu coduparbes €ro BepHble Apy3bsi. HaBcTpeuy BbIli-
JU OJIEHU C OOJBIITUMU BETBUCTBIMU POTaMH BO IJIaBE CO CBOMM BOXKa-
koM. Brianeke rnoka3anuch MUHTBUHBI, OOJIBIIINE U MaJICHbKUE; BMECTE
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¢ [ maBHBIM NMHIBMHOM ILIJIA OHHM HEYKIIFOXKEN PaCKauMBAIOLIEHCS T10-
xonkoi. Toponuiack codaubst ynpsipKKa; TSXKENIO0 CTyHaiu Mo CHEry Oe-
Jple MelBeIu. A Korjia coOpajiuch BCE BMECTE, TO CUACThIO M PAJIOCTU
He OBLIO KOHIIA: UX JIFoOMMas MpuHilecca BepHynach gomoit! U 3a To,
YTO IMOMOIIM OHM MuXxar ocBoOOINTh AHHY M3 TJIeHA KoBapHOH Hep-
kI, BOBCE HE KJIaJIM OHM HUKAKUX MTOXBAJl M HArpaJi, MOTOMY YTO ObLIU
HACTOSIIUUMHU JIPY3bSIMH. ..







Ha saMKOBBIX
pa3BaJIMHaX

Bes mymmmcras komnanus B3qoxHyJa ¢ oonerdyeHueM. [IpuHiec-
ca crlaceHa, u koBapHas Hepna He npeBparuiia €€ B JIEASIHYIO CTATYIO.
N y cka3ku okazajcs cuacTIuBBIM KOHEIl. TOJIbKO ObIII0 HEMHOMXKEUKO
IPYCTHO OTTOT'O, YTO U CMEJIbIe MUHITBUHBI, U MyApas Mupra — 00J1b-
masi Oenasi MeABEUIa, U MOPKH, U Jaxe koBapHas Hepna — Bce oHun
KUBYT JAJEKO-IaleKO, y OeperoB X0JIOIHOTO OKeaHa, KOTOPhI Ha3bIBa-
ercst CeBepHblil JIenoButhiii. Cpeau JIbJ0B, BEUHOM MEP3JIOTHI U CHE-
roB — ux noM. Ho u exuxa Yuda, u nuca Dka, u 3aitunxa Tpacuc co
cBoMMHM 3aituaramu Benom u Jlynom, u sctped Peil, u naxxe HenoBo-
POTJIMBBIC YTKH — BCE MEPEKUBAIM 3a HUX, KaK 32 CBOUX Apy3eu. Te-
IIepb OHU 3HAIOT, UTO KPOME 3BEPEU U NTULl, KOTOPHIC )KUBYT B UX JIECY,
Ha 3eMJIe€ €CTh €l MHOIO APYTHX KUBOTHBIX U PbIO, U OOMTAIOT OHU
B pa3HbIX MECTax Halleil OOJbIION KpacHBOMW IJIaHEThl — B MOPAX U
OKEaHaX, CHEIKHBIX U NIECUYAHBIX MYCTHIHAX, B JOJMHAX, B TOPaX, BHICO-
KMX U HE OYCHb BBICOKHX. I y BCE€X y HUX CBOM MPUBBIYKU U MTOBAJIKU.
A BOT Kakue MpouCXOJsAT C HUMH CKa30YHbIE HCTOPUH, 3HAECT TETYIIIKA
Pydsb. Cka3ok B €€ CyHayuKe e11é 0O4eHb MHOTO.

Ho nokost He naBanu apeBHUE pykonucu. JIroOomnbITHas Jca DKa
TO Y JIEJIO TIOMVIAIbIBAJIA B UX CTOPOHY.

— Térymka Pyds, Térymka Pyds, — He Bblgepkana oHa. —
B TBO&M cyHayUKe OCTaNOCh elIé CTOIBKO CTAPUHHBIX Oymar, KOTOpble
MBI TaK ¥ HE CMOIJIU pa3o0pars!

— Jla, MOou JOpOTHE 3BEPIOIIKH, U XPAHAT OHU €IIE MHOTO HEPa3-
raJJaHHbIX TallH, — MPOU3HECIA UX TOKPOBUTEIIHHULIA.

— Ho, térymxka Pyds, — moaxBaruina HEYrOMOHHAas €KHXa
Yuda, — 3UMHSS CKa3Ka CO CYACTIMBBIM KOHIIOM 3aKOHUYMJIACH, U TE-
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nepb Mbl MOXKEM Pa3rajarh XoTs Obl €11¢ OHY TallHy dTUX CTAPUHHBIX
PYKOIIUCEM.

Térymka Pyds nomonia K MAaCCUBHOMY CYHIYKY M, OTKPBIB €r0,
J0CTaja co JIHa HEOONbIION CYHAYHYOK, B KOTOPOM U XPaHUJIUCH T€ Ca-
MbI€ PYKOITUCH, TaK B3BOJHOBaBIIME €€ Apy3ei. OHa 0 4€M-To 3ayma-
Jach, CJIOBHO Tiepedupas B MaMsTH Kakue-To coObITHs. Bes mymmcTas
KOMIIAHUS 3aMeEPJia B TOMUTEIIBHOM OXKUJAHUH.

— Iloxanyii, aTal — HakoHell, 3araJIoYHO YIBIOHYBIIUCH, POU3-
Hecna Téryumika Pyds 1 u3Biekna u3 cyHayyka nepeBsizaHHble TOHKON
KO>KaHOW T€CbMOU JIPEBHUE PYKOITHCH.

— Kak nonanu oHn ko MHe? DTO OYEHb CTpaHHAas uctopus. Bos-
Bpallajics Kak-TO JIOMOM 4Yepe3 JIEC Ha Telere, rpyKEHHOM ApOBaAMU
KpecTbsiHUH. JKu OH Hemalleko OT Jieca, Ha XyTope, JOPOry XOpOIlo
3HAJI, IO3TOMY HMYErO U HUKOrO HE OO0sICs, XOTs yKe U Beuepeio. Te-
Jera MOCKpUIbIBaJa MO TSKECThIO IPOB, & KPECThSIHUH TUXOHBKO Ha-
neBajl OT PaJoCTH, YTO TEIJIO TeHeph B €ro jJoMe OyAeT U 3uMa eMy
He cTpaliHa. Bapyr modtu mpsiMoO Moj KOJIECO U3 KYCTOB BBIKATHIICS
KaKOM-TO HEYKIIIOKUM 3BepEK. OCTAaHOBUII TEJIETY KPECThSIHUH, YTOObI
MIOCMOTPETh, KTO EMY JIOPOTY Iperpaxkaaet. A 3Bepék yoerarb Opocuii-
cs. Tombko Okazancsi OH OEr'yHOM HEBAXKHBIM — IEPEKaThIBAJICS He-
YKJTIOKE, HO YBHUJIEB, YTO KPECThsIHUH JIOTOHATH €ro CTajl, coOpal Bce
CBOM CHJIBbI M OO€Xkaj B CTOPOHY PACTYLIUX HEAAJIEKO MarOpOTHUKOB,
3aTaniics TaM.

Ho kpecTbsiHUH HE YXO/1J1, @ KOTJ1a 3aMETHUJI, YTO JIUCThS MaropoT-
HUKa 3aIl1eBEJIUIUCH, TIOHSJI, YTO 3BEPEK OTIBIIIAJICSA U BHOBbH yOeraTh
Hadas. bpocuiicsi cHOBa JIOTOHSITh €r0 KPECThSIHUH, U Ka3aJOCh EMY,
yTO e YyTh-4yTh — U MoiMaeT oH Oeriienia. Ho TOT, MeJIbKHYB eIé
pa3-apyroi B MamopoTHHKaX, BAPYr Oeccienano ucues. [loBcrony wuc-
KaJl ero KpecThsIHUH. M Ha CKJIOHE JIECHOTO OBpayKKa 0OHapPYKHII 0O0JIb-
YO0 HOPY, JIa3 B KOTOPYIO ObLT OTHOJMMPOBaH 10 Onecka. HaknoHwmncs
K HEMY KPECThSIHHH, a OTTYJa MOPJI0YKa 3BEPhKA BBICYHYJIACh 3A0CTPEH-
Hasi — 4TOObI 3eMJII0 YI0OHO OBLJIO HOCOM 3TUM PBITh. A MIOTOM U caMm
3Bep€K BbuUIE3. Teno — MEIIOK MEIIKOM, a KOI'TH Ha Jianax JJIMHHbIE,
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4YTOOBI 3eMJTI0 pa3rpedaTth ObUTO yaoOHO. W yBUIEN KpeCThsIHUH, YTO
310 — Oapcydok. [TocmoTpen 3Bepék B Iv1a3a KPECThIHUHY U B HOpE
CKpBUICS. A BCKOPE BBITAILIUI OTTY/Ia CBEPTOK, IEPEBA3AHHBIN KOKAHON
TE€CEMKOW, MOATOJIKHYJ B €r0 CTOPOHY, a caM YUIEN B PHIXJIYIO 3€MJIIO,
Oyaro pactBopuiicsi. DOHTaHOM pasiieTaach 3eMJIsl B pa3Hble CTOPOHHI,
TaK OH €€ HOCOM PbLJI, ¥ IPUTHUX B NIoA3eMelbe. borblie 6apcyka KpecThb-
SHUH He BHUzeN. Jlyman oH, Jyman — 4TO K€ CO

CBEPTKOM JIeJIaTh, J1a U PUHEC €ro Ha JICTISHKY,
pacckaszai MHE O CTPaHHOW BCTpede, Nomnpo-
cun Oapcyka pasbICKaTh, pa3y3HaTh, KaKyrO
TallHy XOTeJ MOBEAATh 3BEPEK JIFOISIM.

OCTOpOXXKHO pa3BEpPHYB CBEPTOK, CKIIO-
HUJIach TETymKa Pyds HaJ CTapUHHBIME PYy-
KONIMCAMU. A BMECTE C HEM — BCE €€ ITOMOII-
HUKH. TOIBKO BOT HEMOBOPOTIIMBBIE YTKU BCE
HUKAK HE MOIJIM PUMOCTUTHCS Y cTosia. OHU
BCET/Ia U BE3JI€ OIa3/bIBAIM U MO3TOMY OYEHb
NepeKUBaAIU, YTO NOCIEIHUMH Y3HAIOT CaMble
BakHble HOBOCTH. Térymka Pydp 3amermna ux
BOJTHEHHE M MOCAIUIA PSAIOM C COOOM.

Korna ke apy3bsi, HaKOHEII, pacCesIUCh, TO BHOBb IPOAOKH-
JIM M3y4aTh pa3fio’KEHHbIE Ha cTojIe pykonucu. «Ha okpanHe HeOoIb-
IIOTO M OYE€Hb KPACHMBOIO CTAPUHHOIO Oejopycckoro ropoaka Poraué-
Ba, J1a TAKOTO CTAPUHHOIO0, YTO OOJIBIIIE IECSATH BEKOB EMY, B TOM MECTE,
7€ CXOIATCS ABE NOJHOBOIHBIE peku [(Henp u [IpyTh, HaxoasTCs pas-
BaJIMHBI 3aMKay, — yuTaia TETymka Pyds.

A MOTOM, OCTaHOBHUBIIIKCH, POU3HECIA 3ayMUHUBO:

— [a, s capimana o0 3ToM 3aMke. MHOTO pa3HbIX U J1a)K€ TauH-
CTBEHHBIX HCTOPHUI pacCcKa3bIBalOT 0 HEM T€, KTO KOTAa-TO OOBIBAJ Ha
€ro pa3BaJMHAX. JTOT 3aMOK ObLJI TOCTPOEH M0 MPUKA3y UTAIbSIHCKON
NPUHIECCHl ¢ HEMPUBBIYHBIM JUJISl 3JICLIHUX KuUTeleil uMeHneMm boHa
Cdopua. B Ty nopy Oblia oHa K€HOU MOJIBCKOro KopoJisi CUrusmyH/a,
a 3HAYUT, [IOJIbCKOM KOPOJIeBOM. 1 ci1ydnnoch 310 AT BEKOB TOMY Ha-
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ki

3a, rae-To nocie 1524 roga. C TeX mop MHOTO pa3HbIX COOBITUM MPO-
M30I1II0, MHOTO pa3 3aMOK MOJIBEPTajiCsl HaMaJEeHUsIM, HO HUKTO HE MO-
KET CKa3aTh, KEM U KOIJa OH ObUI pa3pyllleH OKOHYaTeIbHO. OCcTanCh
OT 3aMKa OJIHM Pa3BaJIMHBI, & TO MECTO, IJI€ OH KOTAA-TO BO3BBIIIAJICS,
110 CUX MOp Ha3bIBAIOT 3aMKOBOI TOPOA.

Ho uTo ke xoTen moBeaars HaM 0apcyk, nepeaaB CTapUHHbBIE Py-
KOTIMCH TaKUM CTPaHHBIM 00pa3om?

Térymxka Pypr u e€ moOMOUIHUKK CHOBA BYUTHIBAIUCH B TO, UYTO
OBLJIO HAMKMCAHO O pa3BaJIMHAX HEKOIJa BEJIMYECTBEHHOTO 3aMKa B Po-
rauése.

— bapcyk xoTen pacckazaTh HaM KaKyl0-TO OYE€Hb JIaBHIOKO UCTO-
puro. A Moxert, 0 4€M-To monpocuth? JIucTel Tak norpénansl. HaBep-
HOE, MepelaBaIk MPEAKUA 3TOr0 OapcyKa PYKOIKUCH OT OJTHOTO MOKOJIe-
HUSA K APYroMy, — paccyxaana XuTpas jguca JKa.

— A He HaBe#aTbCs JU HaM K Tosictomy Oapcyky Ilomocaru-
Ky U HE PacCIpOCHUTh JIh €ro 000 BCEM 3TOM? — MPOU3HECTA eXKUXa
Uuda. — bapcyku — Hallli cOCelid, U MPUBBIUKK Y HUX TaKHE K€, KaK
y exeil. B cymepkax, Kak U Mbl, €XH, BEIOUPAIOTCSI 0APCYyKU U3 CBOUX
HOP Ha OXOTY. 5] 4aCTEHBKO CIIbIIIY, KAK OHU PSIAOM LIYPIIAT TUCThSIMHU.
W oxoTuMcs Mbl Ha OJHUX U TEX K€ )KYUYKOB U BCAKUX JTUYMHOK. JIroOUT
O0apcyK U JApyrue JJaKOMCTBa — OCHUHBIC U IIMEJIMHBIC THE3NA, TOXKIe-
BBIX UEPBSKOB, JIATYIIEK, sAuiepull. Y u3-3a 3TOro Mbl 4acTO CCOPUMCH.
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A 3nar0, TAe ux BoguTca MHoro. [Toatomy passickars [lonocaruka Oymer
HecNoKHO. Kak TONbKO Ha 3eMITIO OIYCTATCS CYMEPKHU, BBIMAET 0apcyk
Ha OXOTY, BOT TOIJIA 51 ¥ TOCTaparCh pacCpoOCUTh Y HEr0 000 BCEM.

— A Bapyr Tbl ero He HauAEMb? KpeCcThssHUH Beb JOJIO MCKal
Oapcyka B 3apOcCiiiX MaoOpPOTHUKA, a TOT KaK CKBO3b 3€MJTIO ITPOBAJIUJI-
Cs1, ¥ HaIlIEJI COBCEM B JIPYTOM MECTE, Y OBpayKKa, — BO3pa3uia eu 3au-
yuxa Tpacuc.

— Ha noucku 6apcyka Mbl OTIIpaBUMCS C XUTPOU JINCOM DKoM, —
TYyT e Hanuiachk exxuxa Yuda. — Benpb JIMChl YaCTEHBKO 3aXBaThIBAIOT
HOPBI 0apPCYKOB M TaM CEJSTCS, U y)K HaBEpHSKA 3HAIOT, I7I€ OHU Ha-
xonsarcs. U emé, — 3amymunBo npousHecia Yuda, — 6apcyku — uu-
CTIOIM. BX0obI B X J1a3bl BCerja OTIONMPOBAHEI 10 Oiecka. B ux nmoa-
3eMeJIb€ MHOTO Pa3HbIX XOIOB U HOpP, €CTh JIaKE JJIsl BEHTUJIALUU —
4TOOBI BO3AYyX CBeXUi ObUT. CepeanHa Moi3eMHOT0 KWIHILA, Tae 0ap-
CYK OTABIXa€T, BBUIOKEHA MXOM, MAllOPOTHUKOM U CyXUMH TPABaAMHM.
bapcyk n1axke CBOKO NMEPUHKY U3 HOPBI-CIIAIIbHU BBIHOCUT MPOCYIIUTD,
MIPOBETPUTH, WU MMOMEHATH HA HOBYIO. A nnca — rpsa3Hyis. Ho Tak u
CTPEMUTCS MPUATH HA BCE TOTOBOE, OCOOCHHO MOCEIUTHCS B YIOTHOM
xunuiie 0apcyka. Korna eit 3to yga€rcs, To Bo3ie Jia3a, BX0a B HOpY,
J00UT BcE€ pa3dpocaTh — KOCTH, TEPhS, U YTO TOJBKO PSIIOM €CTh.
Bonb TaM crout, — nmomopiuiack Yuda. — bapcyk oT oTyasHus, 9TO
€My BCE ATO TEPNETh HAN0, MOKUJIAET BEPXHUE ITAKHU CBOETO >KUIIHIIA
Y OCTaBJISIET UX JIUCE. A caM 3apbIBaeTCs MOMTy0Ke B 36MITIO U [TO1AJTb-
e OT BEPXYILIKH HOpbI-KpenocT. [1o 3TuM npumeraMm Mbl Oapcydbu
HOPBI TOXKE MOKEM OTbICKaTh. HO Hazo criemmTs. bapcykn 3uMOu CIIAT,
a HaM 0053aTeJIbHO HYKHO YCII€Th HAUTH KOr0-TO U3 TOM CEMbU U pac-
CIPOCHUTH 000 BCEM.

Bces nymmcras koMmanus pagoCcTHO 3aCy€THIIaCh — IMOMOYb Hal-
T 3araJlouHoro Oapcyka um cmoxer [lonocaTuk, MpuUATENb €XKUXU
Yudwi. U Tonpko xutpasi nrca Jxa Obliia HEIOBOJIbHA, UTO €€ TPsI3HYJIeH
00o3Basii. Ho m000NBITCTBO B35J10 BEpX, U OHA MoOexala 3a ObICTPO
YAUISIOLIEUCS €KUX0W. BCKOpe OCTaHOBWIIMCH OHU B 3apOCIISIX ¥KEJI-
TEIOIIMX MMAIIOPOTHUKOB Y BXOJla B HOPY, OTIIOJIMPOBAHHYIO A0 Olecka,
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3aTaWiiCh W CTaJM KJIaTh. A KOTJa Ha 3€MJIIO OMYCTUIHCHh CYMEpKH,
PSAZIOM YCIIBIIIAIN 3BYK, MIOXOXKHUM Ha TOT, KOT/Ia C IIEPCTU 3€MJITI0 KTO-
TO cTpsixuBaeT. [loroM u3 HOpPBI MOKa3zaucs HOC. 3BEPEK MPUHIOXAJICS
U TYT K€ CHOBa CHPSTAJICS B HOPY. 3aTeM OCTOPOYKHO BBICYHYJIACh I'O-
JIOBa, HO U OHA cpasy ucuesna. OO0bIYHO, eciu 6apCyKy He yrpoxaina
OMAaCHOCTh, OH BbIJIE3AJI U3 CBOETO JKUJIMIIA U PHICIION OTIPABIISIICS Ha
oxoty. Ho 6apcyk yuysin uto-To HenaaHoe u 3atamics. Exxuxa Yuda,
XOTh ¥ ObLlIa HEMOBOPOTJIMBOM, OBICTPO IOPKHYJIA B JIa3 U yKe Oexasa
M0 JUTMHHOMY TOA3EMHOMY KOpHJIOPY Oapcydbero ropoga. A xuTpas
nuca JKa ocTajgach OXpPaHITh BXOJ B HOPY.
Uuda pacrepsinack. 3nech IEHCTBUTENBHO PACKUHYJICS IIEIbIN
Oapcyuuii TOpoJl, KOTOPhIA HAllOMHHAJ OIPOMHYIO IMOA3EMHYIO Kpe-
MOCTh, — CTOJBKO 37I€Ch OBIJIO BBIPHITO XOJIOB, KOTOPBIE CO-
CIMHSUTA BBIXOIHBIC JIa3bl C OCHOBHBIMH ITOJI-

36MHBIMU  KOPHUJIO-
paMH, C 3aracHbIMM BBIXOJAaMH,
C HOpaMH¥ ISl BEHTUJIALIUY,
cnaipHIMu. Exxuxa Oe-
*Kaja Mo JJIMHHOMY
TEMHOMY TyHHE-
JII0O B HaJIeXK-
Jie JIOTHATh




-
P
n

Oapcyka, HO HEOXXHMJIAHHO IIOIaJia
B HODY, JIOBEPXY 3aIIOJIHCHHYIO BslJIe-
HBIMU JIATYIIKAMHU U CyIIEHBIMU SIIIEPU-
[[aMH1, BCIKUMHU KOPEIIKAMH ¥ JKETYIIMHU.
Ona moHsis1a, 4TO yroauia B 0apCyybio
KJIaAoBKy. M Tak eul 3axoresoch
3aJIep>KaThCsl TYT TOJOJbIIE!
31ech OBLIIO CTOJNBKO CO-
onasHoB! Ho ona
00s13aTEeNBHO

JOJDKHA J0-
rHaTh Oapcyka
n 000 BcéM pac-
CIPOCHUTB €TI0, BEIb
HaBepXy €€ XKAYT Apy-
3bsi. CoOpaB BCIO CBOIO
BOJIIO, BBLIOEXKaJla €XKHU-
Xa U3 KIAJIOBKU U HOC K
HOCY CTOJIKHYJIach ¢ 6apcy-
koM. OH HaryJsuI MHOTO Kupa
1 ObLT TAKUM TOJICTBIM U HEYKJIIO-
YKUM, 4TO €/1Ba [POJIe3aJl B TYHHEIb.
Ho Teneps OH mbITajncsi MPUHATH BO-
WHCTBEHHBIA BUJ M JAXE PACKPbUI CBOIO
NacTh, HPUTOTOBUBIIKCH K 0010. Exkrxa siBHO nepenuia emy

JIOPOT'Y HE B TOM MECTE.

Onu B ynop cMoTpenu apyr Ha npyra. Exuxa Yuda, pacnpaBus
CBOM WIOJIKH, TOXE BCTajda B BOMHCTBEHHYIO O3y U CEPJUTO MPOMU-
nana:

— [lonocaruk! Ecim Thl HE pacckaxkelllb, KTO U 3a4eM Iepeaal
TéTymke Pyds cTaprHHBIE PYKOIIMCH U3 TTOA3EMENbs, s BO3BPAILYCh U
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II030BY Ha MOMOIb JJIMHHOTENYIO Takcy. M Torna Bam BceM Hec100po-
BaTh. Tebe, TOICTOMY M HEYKIIIOKEMY, TaKca OBICTPO HOC OTKYCHT.

Bapcyk, ubuM nepBedIuM MpaBUIOM ObLIO KUTh TUXO U MUPHO,
HEe OOHapYKUBATh C€0sl U CBOE KUIIULLE, 3aAEPTrajl HOCOM OT BOJTHEHHUSI.
OH MOMHMJI HEJIaBHIOK CXBaTKy C MPOTUBHOW TakCOM, KOTJa OHW Ha-
MEPTBO BUENWJINCH APYT B Apyra 3ydamu. B ToT pa3 6e3 Hoca ocTanack
takca. Ho ¢ Hell B necy ObUIM OXOTHUKH, U OHHM CTaji pPacKarlbIBaTh
C TaKUM TPYJIOM NPUTOTOBJIEHHBIE K 3UMe HOphl. MIX GapcyubeMy ce-
MENCTBY NPHILJIOCH 3apbIBATHCS ITTyOOKO B 3€MIIIO.

— JlagHO, i1 32 MHOM, — HEJIOBOJILHO ITPOU3HEC OH, €/1Ba Pa3BO-
pavrBasICh B JUIMHHOM TEMHOM IO/I3€MHOM KOPHUIOpE, U MOOEeKall BIie-
pén. 3a HuM, 60sCh OTCTaTh, 3aceMeHnIa exuxa Yuda.

Ei1 ka3anock, 4TO OHU YK€ 00€XaJld BECb OTPOMHbBIN MOA3EMHbBIN
Oapcyumii ropol, Tak AOATO IUTyTaldd €ro UIMHHBIMH KOPHIOPaMHu.
Brpyr ux ocnenun sipkuii cBeT. 9TO, HAKOHEI, 3aKOHYWJICSI TYHHEIIb.
OHu oKa3anuch Ha Kparo 0apCcyybero noja3emMenbsi, y CaMoro BhIXOJa U3
Hero. bapcyk BBICYHYN W3 HOpPBI CHadyasia HOC, IOTOM MOPJOYKY, ITPH-
HIOXAJICSI, OCMOTPEJCS U, HE 3aMETUB HUYETO MOJ03PUTEIBHOTO, BBLIE3
HapyxKy. 3a HUM BbiOpasnachk u exuxa Yuda. Bc€ npocTpancTtBo ObLI0
3aJIMTO JIYHHBIM CBETOM. bapcyk e1ié kakoe-To BpeMs IOIBIXTEN U ITPHU-
THX, C OIACKOM IOIVISAAbIBAs HA BOAY. Y3Kas I10J0CKa, KOTOPYHO OHU BU-
JI€JIA U3 HOPBI, 0KA3JIaCh ITIOJTHOBOJHOM PEKOM, OMBIBAIOIIEN BBICTYIIA-
IOIIY10, KaK por, Topy. 3artamwiack u exuxa Yuda. OHa yxe oTuETIMBO
pasyMyasia B JIJYHHOM CBETE Pa3BaJIMHbI CTAPMHHOTO 3aMKa.

Bnpyr na 3amkoBO# rope, Ha CaMOM BBICOKOM €€ MeCTE, MOSIBUJI-
cs1 00s1a4€HHBIN B OapXaTHBIN KaM30J1 ABOPEIKUI U TPUKABI XJIOTHYI
B JaJ0IIM. 3BYK 3XOM pa3zHEccsa-pa3dexasncs Haja BOJOH, a U3 3eM-
JY MEIJIEHHO HayaJl BBIpPACTaTh CTAPUHHBIA 3aMOK C ITPOCTOPHBIMU
rajiepesiMd M BBICOKMMHU apKaMH. /[BOpEUKHI BHOBb TPHIKAbI XJIOII-
HYyJI B JAJOLIW, U 10 PEKE IMOIUIbLIA 30JI04€HAs JIalbs, YKpALlCHHAs
nBeTaMu. Beinuin Ha BeicOKHM Oeper 3aMKOBOM ropbl My3bIKAHTHI U
3aurpajy Ha JIIOTHSIX KPacHBYIO HEXHYIO MENOIHI0. A KOraa Jajbs
npuyaiuia K Oepery, To okas3ajgach B Hel toHas KpacaBuma. Oxpera
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oHa OblIa B Ocible OACKIbI, HA TOJIOBE — BEHOK M3 OCIBIX JIMJIHM.
JInnHHy0 0elyl0 HAaKUIKY, IIUTYIO0 30JI0TOM, MOAEPKUBAJ 30J0TO-
BOJIOCBIN IaX.

CHOBa XJIONHYJI TPUKIBI B JIAJOIIN JIBOPELKHAN, U 3aMOK CO BCE-
MU €ro JOMOYaI[aMH BMUT OXKWI. B OKHaX BCIBIXHYIU SIPKUM CBETOM
3aXOKEHHBIE CBEYH, 3aCYCTWINCh CIIYTH, @ Ha Oeper peKu BBICHITIATN
KUTEIIM TOPOJla U OKPECTHBIX CEJIIEHMH — BCTpEYaTh IOHYKO Kpaca-
BUIly. BennuecTBeHHON MOXOAKOM COIlIa OHA Ha Oeper, KJIaHssACh Ha-
pony. Pacnaxnynach aBepiia ogaHHOM KapeThl, 3alPpsKEHHON IECTHIO
oenbiMu JiomaapMu. Cena B HE€ KpacaBuila U 1Moexaja K 3aMKy IO J10-
pore, yCTJIaHHON JOPOTMMH KOBpaMU. A Tam YK€ 0XKUJaJTd MHOTOYHUC-
JIEHHBIE TOCTU B SIPKUX U3bICKAaHHBIX Hapsaax.

Bapyr rpomko 3anasiu codaku. Ha 3amkoBoii rope Bcé Oyaro ocra-
HOBWJIOCH, 3amepiio. bapcyk ¢ HEMMOBEPHOM CKOPOCTBIO CTAJI 3apbl-
BaThCs B 3emutto. Exxuxa Yuda ¢ y)xacom yBujena, 9To OTpOMHBIE TICHI
Myarcsi B uX CTopoHy. bpocunack oHa k Gapcydbeil Hope, efBa ycrena
BCKOYMTH TyJa U 3aTauThCA. ExKrXa mpuciyIanach U HE MOBEPUJIa CBO-
¥M yliaM — KPyIrOM CTOsuIa DiyXasl TUIIMHA. OHa OCTOPOKHO BBITIISI-
HyJa U3 0apcydbeil HOpbl — U HE MOIVIa MOBEPUTH TEIEPh YK€ CBOUM
ra3zaM. Ha Beicokoil 3aMKOBO# rope B Jiyyax JyHHOTO CBETa MOKOWJINCH
OJIMHOKHE 3aMKOBBIE pa3BaInHbl. Exxrxa pazBepHynaachk u modexana 4ro
OBLJIO CHJIBI 0OPATHO MO ATMHHOMY MOA3EMHOMY Kopuaopy. JJodexas 10
IIOBOPOTA, OHA OCTAaHOBUJIACH, HE 3HAs, KyJa JBUTaThCA Jajblie. B pas-
HBIE CTOPOHBI TYT PACXOIMJIMCH ITOA3EMHBIE TyHHEIU. «UTO ke MHE Jie-
Jatb?» — B ykace nymaina exuxa Unda. — HaBepxy MeHs momkuiaer
XUTpas auca JKa, a JoMa Bce MOM Apy3bs U TéTymika Pyds. U onu Tak
BOJIHYIOTCS! A €CJIH 51 MOTEPSAIOCH B 3TUX JJIMHHBIX MTOA3EMHBIX KOPUA0-
pax ¥ HUKOT/Ia HE CMOTy BbIOpaThcs oTcroAa? Torna HUKTO M HUKOTa He
Y3HAET PO 3aMKOBBIE Pa3BaJUHBI U IIPO TO, YTO OHU BIPYT IPEBpAILA-
FOTCSI B CTAPUHHBIN 3aMOK U BCE 0’KUBAeT BOKPYT. U 3TOT ABOpEUKuN, 1
30J104€HAsI J1a/1bsl, M CTpallIHbIE MChl. 1 00s3aTeNnbHO JOKHA paccKas3aTh
000 BcéM, uTo yBuaena. KTo-To 3Ham 3Ty TailHy M XOTen 00s13aTesIbHO
pacckazarb o Heil moasiM. Ho kak ke orcrona BeIOpaThesi ?»
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Esxxuxa Yuda neitanace 6€xarb TO B OJIHY, TO B IPYT'YI0 CTOPOHY,
HO HUKAK HE MOIJIa HANTH HY>KHOE HampasjeHue. Bapyr noa Hei 3a-
HIeBeNIUIIach 3eMJIsl. PSIZIOM KTO-TO 3aMbIXTeEN, U YK€ ObLIO CIBIITHO, KaK
0apCcyK CTPSAXUBAET CO CBOEH IIEPCTU 3EMIIIO.

— VYx! EnBa ycnen cpsiTaTbCs OT 3TUX OTPOMHBIX coOak! — Bcé-
emié TMbIXTS, Tpou3HEC Oapcyk. — DTO BCE M3-3a TeOs, JIFOOOTBITHOM
exuxu. S BCE JIeTo Kup HaryimBas, 4TOObI 3UMY CIIOKOWHO CIIaTh,
a Tenepb OT cTpaxa MoYTH Bech ero pacrepsl. Lllna 6b1 Thl oTCIONA TTO-
ObICTpee, MoKa K HaM HacTosias 0ena He npuiuia. Henb3s k Toit HOpe
xonuTh. B ToM MecTe Takue ctpaHHOoCTH mpoucxonsat! Jlydire yx o0
ATOM HHMYErO0 HE 3HATh U KUTh-TIOKUBATH CIIOKOMHO, — HEIOBOJIBHO
Oypuai 6apcyk.

— TeOe Obl BCE Ha TEpUHE HEXKUTHCS J1a )KUPOM oOpacTarh! — Ha-
CTynaJjia Ha Hero exuxa. CTpax OKOHYaTeIbHO MPOIIEN, U TENEPh OHA
OblJ1a TOJIHA PEIIMMOCTH Y3HATh, UTO K€ Ha CAMOM JIeJIe IIPOUCXOIUT Ha
3aMKOBBIX pa3BAJIMHAX, M pa3rajarb UX TalHy CO CBOUMH JIPY3bSIMU.

— D10 BCE cTaphiit 0apCyK, KOTOPHIN Ha 3emiie yxke 12 JIeT )KUBET,
BO BCEM BHMHOBAT, PaCTPEBOKUII BCeX, — Mpoaoxkan Oypuats [loso-
catuk. B otnnumne ot exuxu Yudsl oH BcE emié Tpsicca OT cTpaxa u
OUYEHb IEPEKUBAI 32 CBOM KUP, KOTOPBIM C TAKMUM TPYAOM HaryJIsij
3a JIETO, U €My XOJOJIHO OyJeT 3UMOBaTh. — DTH PYKOMUCH OapCyKu
nepeaanu, KOTopble TYT MHOTO BEKOB TOMY Ha3zaJ mnoceiauiauck. Ha-
memMy 0apcydbeMy Topojly yxe OOJblIe IECTH BEKOB, a OYEHb CTapbIe
OapCyKH TOBOPSIT, UTO U BCSI THICAYA, U YTO Hallla 0apCydbs KPEHOCTh
camasi crapasi Ha 3emJie. Y JIIoJIel 32 9TO BPEMS CTOJIBKO BCIKUX COOBI-
TUW MPOU30IILIIO, IEPEMEH, a 0apCyduil TOpoJ CTOUT, KaKk U MPexK/Ie.
A CKOJIBKO MOKOJICHUM 0apCyKoB TYT uiao! 1 Mbl oueHb OOHUMCs, UTO
€ro MOTYT pa3pylInTh, U TOTJIa MHOTHE TallHbl MbI TaK U HE Y3HAEM.

CoBbI ylIacThle, U3BECTHBIE Ha BECh JIEC PA3HOCUHUIIbI HOBOCTEH,
CKazajM cTapoMy 0apCyKy, 4TO TOJIbKO TETyMIKa Pyds MOXET moOMoYb.
DTOT cTapblii 6apCyK KUBET COBCEM B JIPYroi CTOpOHE OapCyybero ro-
pona. Tam ecTh BBIXOJ MPSIMO K 3aMKOBBIM pa3BaiinHaMm. Ho ero oxpa-
HSIET XUILHBIA U O4eHb 3J10M PuiauH. JITHEM OH npsyeTcs, a HOUbIO 30p-
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KO CJIEUT 3a BCEM, YTO BOKPYT pa3BaliiH MPOUCXOAUT, — YyKe 00Apo
U He 0e3 ropJO0CTH 3a CBOMX POJICTBEHHHKOB-OAPCYKOB PACCKa3bIBAJI
[Tonmocaruk.

Onevammnack exnxa Uuda: uimH He maauT exeld — eclu Te
YBUJIUT WU YUYeT, TYT JK€ MOWMaeT M YHECET K cebe B THE3/I0 Ha Che-
nenue. bonpiioi moouTeNnb GUIMH U 3aiiYaTUHBL. 3HAYHT, U 3aiunxa
Tpacuc co cBOMMU 3aifuaTaMy HE TOMOIIIHUKH. )

A B 3TO BpeMmsi OapCyK OINIAIENCS 110 CTOpOHAM, YOeIuJI-
Csl, YTO UX C €XKUXON HUKTO HE MOJICIYIIUBAET, U TUXOHBKO
npolienTan:

— Crapsble 6apCyKu TOBOPST, YTO (PUIMH TOT
1o kiauyke OUIUIIT COBCEM HE MPOCTOM, a ObLI
OH KOTJIa-TO yMpariisitoiuM PorauéBckoro 3am-
Ka, ¥ XO35IMHUYATh €r0 Ha3HAYMJIa caMa MoJIbCKast
koposeBa borna Cdopma. 1 30ByT ero Ha camom
nene @ununn V u BoBce OH HE (PUIIMH, a TOT ca-
MBI YIIPABJISFOLINAM.

3arpsiccst 0apcyk OT CTpaxa, 4TO CTPAIIHYIO
Oapcyubto TaliHy Bblasl. — Oi! — B31bIXan OH
Teneps. — S Tede, MpOHBIPINBas €K1Xa, TAK MHO-
ro Bcero HaroBopuJi! Oii! Kak s Tenepb 6010Ch,
4yTO Ha Oapcyuuii ropoa Oexy Hakiukain! [Ipommaif,
exuxa! Jlydmie HaM Oonblle He BCTpedarbes! —
Oapcyk OBICTPO 3apbUICS B 3€MIIIO, OYJITO €ro W He
OBLJIO TYT HUKOT/IA.

JIuca Dka o4yeHb BOJIHOBAJIACH 3a €XKHUXY, KOTO-
pas y>ke J10/1ro Obljia B 6apcyubeM ropojie U BCE He
Bo3Bpaianack. Koraa xe rmokasanach U3 HOpbI €&
MOPJIOUKa, JINCA PATOCTHO 3aBUJISIA XBOCTOM
U B37I0XHYJa ¢ oOneryeHueM. Eil He Teprie-
JIOCh y3HaTh BCe Mociennue HoBocTu. OHa -l
BeJlb ObLJIa HE TOJBKO XUTPOU, HO U JTH000-
IIBITHOM.
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Pacckas exuxu Yudsl 1 1uckl DK cliymiana B MyIIUCTasi KOM-
naHus. PazBoinHOBanuch Apy3bsi, BHOBb CKJIOHUJIMCH HAJl CTAPUHHBIMU
PYKOIHUCSIMU Y CTaJIU IyMaTh, TJ€ K€ MOT HAaXOAUTHCS BXO/] B 3aMKOBbIC
pa3BaJIMHbI, KOTOPbIE (QUIIUH OXPAHSET.

Bnpyr mensieHHO oTBOpUJIach ABEPh, 3ACKPHUIIEIIH MOJOBUIIBL. Bee
HacTOPOXKUIUCH. [10 noMy siIBHO KTO-TO X0a1J1. HO CkOIBKO HE BcMaTpu-
Banuch TETy1IKA Py(db 1 €€ MOMOUTHUKY, TaK U HE CMOIJIM HUKOTO YBHU-
neth. [lepernsapiBasich, MoKUMas JiedaMHu, OHU COBCEM OBbLIO YCIIO-
kouuch. Ho TyT BHOBb CKpUITIHYJIA MOJIOBUIIA, @ TIOTOM JIBEPh C CUIJION
3axJjomnHynack. [lepBoit u3 moma BeiOekaa J000NBITHAS ca JKa, 3a
Hel nocnemmia exuxa Yuda. Ouu 3amepnu ot ctpaxa. CKpecTuB Ha
Ipyau PYKH, Ha KPBUIbLE CTOSUI TOT CaMblid IBOpPELKHUI B OapxaTHOM
KamM301J1€, YTo ObLIT Ha 3aMKOBOM rope. ToabKo Terneps OH HAXOUJICS TaK
OJIM3KO, YTO MOXHO OBUIO pa3mIsAEeTh €ro JULO ¢ MaJE€HbKUMU MPOH-
3UTENIbHBIMHU TJ1a3aMHU ¥ HEOObIYaitHO MBIITHBIMEU OakeHOapaamu. Jluca
CHayaja OT HEOXKHJIAHHOCTHU OTHPSIHYJIa B CTOPOHY, @ OTOM BMECTE
¢ exuxor Yudoit Opocuiiack B 10M, CO3bIBaTh Jipy3eid. Korma xe
BCE€ BBIOEKAJIM HA KPBLIbLIO, TO YBUJIENH, YTO PSIJOM MPUMO-

CTUJICS MOXHAThIU 3BepEK. Ero Tesnblie Ha KOPOTEHBKUX
HOXKKaX Ka3aJloCch MOYTH Oec(HOPMEHHBIM, a Ha IHUPOKOH
MOpI0YKe ¢ OakeHOapaMu 3aCThUTH MaJeHbKUE TTPOH3H-
TEJIbHBIC IJIa3KH.

— DTO k€ MyNIMUBBIM €HOT! — MENJIEHHO ITPOM3-

Hecsa Juca Jka. OHa sIBHO OblIa pacCTpOEHA, YBUJIEB

BMECTO OOJIBIIIOT0 W CHUJIBHOTO HE3HAKOMIIA OOBIKHO-
BEHHOI'O 3B€pbKa. — EHOT TakoW MyTJIMBBINA, COBCEM
KaK TPYCJUBBIN 3asd1]! — BCE emé HEeIOBOJIBHO BOP-

yaja Juca.
Ho eHOT oYeHb CHUJIBHO BOJHOBAJICSA, BCEM
CBOMM BHUJIOM J1aBasi MOHATh, YTO HAJIO CIICIIUTD,
u ycrpemuica Buepén. Ho mepeasuraiicst o men-
JIEHHO, BeJlb €HOT IIPUCITOCOOJIEH TOJBKO XOUTh,
J1a ¥ TO HETOPOILIMBO. Y OT 3TOr0 BOJIHOBAJICS e1IE
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6omnbiie. Ho npy3es 3HamM, 4TO CBOMM MENJICHHBIM IIarOM JI0 HACTY-
MJICHUST XOJIOOB ATOT 3BEPEK MOXKET MPONTH OYEHBb OOJIBIIINE PACCTO-
sHus.. [ToaTOMy ObUIM YBEpEHBI, UTO UCXOAWI €HOT BCE OKPECTHOCTHU
MHOT'0 pa3, XOAuJI B JaJEKHUE Jeca, A MOXKET, TaKE U B TANEKUE CTPAHBI.
Teneps oH Kyma-To 3a3bIBajl 3a CO0OI MOMOIIHUKOB TETYIIKUA Pyds.
XOTb ¥ UM OHU 32 HUM, CEMEHsI, BCKOPE MoKa3ajcs Oeper peKu.

— Ha nomoris! — ToJIbKO U ycmena KpukHyTh exuxa Yuda. du-
JIMH MOJXBATWJ €€ KaK MYyLINHKY U YHEC B CTOPOHY 3aMKOBBIX pa3Ba-
JIMH. A €HOT BIPYT Mcye3, U OOJIbIIE HUKTO €ro HE BUJIEIL.

Exuxa Uuda gpoxana or crpaxa. «Ceiyac (GUINH TPHICTUT
B CBOE THE3/10 U pacnoTpomnuT MeHst! M ocTaHyTCst OT MEHSI OJJHU TOJIb-
ko urosiku!» Ho gunun pazxan kortu, u exunxa Yuda nuénHynacs Ha
MECOK y camMoro Oepera peku, KOTopasi OMbIBajia 3aMKOBYIO ropy. Ot
HEOXKUJAHHOCTH OHA 3aMepia. A Korja crajia OTIoji3arh OT Oepera,
9TOOBI TOOBICTPEE CIPATATHCA, TO YBUJEA, KaK HAJl BOJTHAMHU OBICTPO
OeryIieil peku MOsIBUJICS, CIIOBHO BBIPOC U3 TyMaHa, Y€H-TO CHIIYAT.
Exunxa crana BosiasiBaTbes. Eil yke MpecTaBiIsiioch, UTO BOT-BOT U3
BOJIbI BBIMET IOHAsI KpacaBUIla B OEJIbIX OJICXkK/axX, a €€ HAaKUJIKy OyaeT
MOJJICPKUBATH 30JI0TOBOJIOCHIN Max. OT peku JTOHECCS TUXUM MICTIOT:
«Packonmaynre Hac, pacKOJIyWTe... Mbl XOTUM YUTH B CBOE BpEMs.
B cBo& Bpemsi... — pacxoauiock 9x0. — bain, ckopo Oyzer 6ai...».

Exuxa cxxanach B KITyOOK OT CTpaxa, BbDKJIajla KaKOe-TO BpeMsl U
BBIIVISIHYJIA U3-T107] CBOMX UTOJIOK. [lepen Het Oblia criokoiHasi BOIHAs
maqb. «Heyxenn mHe BCE 3TO MOUYANIOCH?» — MOAyMalia OHA.

Ho Bcé paBHO OBLIO CTpaiiHO, U €XWXa MEIJICHHO, OIVIsAIbIBa-
ACh [0 CTOPOHAM, CTajla MpoOupaThes K MpUOpexKHbIM 3apocisaM. He
ycresa OHa CAEeJIaTh U HECKOJIbKUX IIaroB, Kak ycibllaia, 4To psijioM
KTO-TO Komomutcsl. Yuda MeTHyJIach B Ty CTOPOHY M UY€pe3 MIHOBE-
HbE MPOBAIMIACH B moa3zemMenbe. Ha He€ cmoTpeln crapblii TOJCTHIN
0apcyk.

— Jlonro BB Ob1 MeHs emié uckanu. Ho Hago cnemuTts. S crap,
a BpeMEHa HACTYyINarT TPEBOXHbIE. MHOTO OXOTHUKOB CTaJl0 XOAUTh
BOKPYT HAIIEro JIPEeBHEro Moa3eMHOro Oapcyubero ropoja. Beskoe
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MOXKET CIYyYHUThCS, a g JOJDKEH MepelaTh TailHy 3aMKOBBIX pa3Ba-
JIWH, — TSDKEJIO MPOMBIXTEN cTapblil 0apcyk. — Ckopo B 3aMke Oyaer
Oan. Korjga Ha 3eMIT10 OMyCTATCSI CYMEPKU U HACTYIUT caMast JIJIMHHAS
HOYb B TOJy, 3aMKOBBIE Pa3BaJUHbl OXKUBYT. Torma BCE U CIIyUYHUTCS.
['maBHOE, 4TOOBI HE 3ajasyii OTPOMHBIE CTOPOXKEBBIE TChl. OHM —
cayru camoro Kystopa — 3no0ro ayxa. Eciu 310 npon3zoiaét, To 00u-
TaTeJIM 3aMKa MTHOBEHHO MCYE3HYT M HaBCErAa IMOTEPSIOT HAAEKIY
BEPHYTHCS B CBOE BpeMsl, YUIyT B BedHOCTh. He 3a0ynb! Camas qiauH-
Hasi HOYb B roay!

Bbapcyk ObicTpo mcYe3 B MIyOMHAX MOJA3EMHOIO TOpoja, a €XH-
Xa OKa3ajach MOCPEIH TPOIbI, KOTOpask Beja MPSIMO K JOMY TETYIII-
k1 Pyds. Bee py3bst oueHb nepekuBainm OTToro, 4yto e€ yHéc puimns.
[ToaToMy, KOTJIa €XKHMXa BEpHYIACh, pajlocTu He ObLTo KoHIA. Ho Yu-
(ba OT BOJIHEHUS HUYETO HE MOIJIa pacckas3arh, 00bsicHUTh. Korna xe
OHa yCIIOKOMJIACh U MOBEAANA, YTO C HEU CIIyYUJIOCh, 3aBOJTHOBAJIACh
yxe Térymka Pyds: «Ckopo, coBceM CKOpPO HACTYNHUT camasi JIJTMH-
Has HOYb B IOy, @ Mbl U MOJIOBUHBI PyKONKCEN enIé He pa3o0panm».
BMecrte co cBOoMMH MOMOIIHUKAMHU OHA BHOBb CKJIOHWJIACh HAJI TIACh-
MEHaMH.

«ITonwsckas xoponea bona Cdopiia cnaBunack He TOJBKO CBOEH
KpacoToi, HO ObLIa eI OYeHb JACATEILHON 1 JIF00MIA TPeoOpa30OBaHMUs.
ITo e€ npukazy CTpOWJIMCH JOPOTH, 3aMKH, KAMEHHBIE JJOMa, MOCTBI U
KaHaJIbl, 3aKJ1abIBATUCh CaJlbl, U JaXKE B JEPEBHIX PACIIOPAANIIACH OHA
Pa3OUTh YIIUILIbL, BAOJIb KOTOPBIX TOIBKO U MO3BOJISIIIOCH CTPOUTH YCa/lb-
Obl. Takoro HUKTO ¥ HUKOT/IA J10 HeE HE JeNan», — OBICTPO unTaia Té-
Tymika Pydb, mpiTasich HalTH B pyKOMUCSX TO, YTO MOIVIO TMOJICKa3aTh
UM — YTO K€ JeJaTh JaJIbllle, KaK MOCTYUTh?

«W3 Utanuu npuBesiia oHa ¢ COOOM JTy4IlINX MY3bIKAHTOB, MacTe-
poB, noBapoB. C €€ npue3noM NOSIBIWIKNCH B 3THX 3EMJISIX alECIbCHUHBI,
JUMOHBI, M3IOM, MUHJalb, MHOTHE HEU3BECTHBIE nocene (PpyKThl U
ciacTu. A B 3aMKax Ha BCE roJioca CTalM pacleBarh SK30TUYECKUE NTH-
1bl, IPUBE3EHHBIE IO €€ MPUKA3y U3 JAIEKUX )KAPKUX CTPAH, — SIPKOTO
OTEpeHus MOIyran», — Mnpojaosrkaia Teérymka Pyds.
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— Her, HaBepHOE, TYT HAUYETO Ba)KHOI'O JJIsI HAC HET, — COKPY-
majiack oHa. — A BoT emié: «Ho 6b11a bona Cdopiia 6oraroit, ropaoit
Y HEe3aBHUCUMOM. 3a 3TO €& He JII0OMIU MeCTHBIC TaHbl. boHa 3Hana 00
ATOM M MOATOMY JI0BEPsIa TOJIBKO TEM CBOUM MOMOIIIHUKAM, KOTOPBIX
npuBesna ¢ coboit n3 Uranun. Koposnese 3aBuoBanu, HO BCE paBHO
MHOTHE 3HATHBIE JIOAU XOTEIU ¢ HEW NOpOJHUThCS. A boHa Meurana
BBIJIaTh CBOUX J0Uepeii-KpacaBuil, KOTOPLIX Y He€ ObLJIO YeTBEPO, 3a
OoraTbIX )KEHHMXOB — KOPOJIEH U MPHUHIIEB, YTOOKI elié OonblIe yBe-
JMYUTH CBOM OOraTrcTBa W paclIMpuUTh BiajeHus. B ogHy u3 moue-
peii, kpacaBuity Codbto, BIIOOMICS MECTHBIN KHS3b U CTAJI CBaTaThCs
k Hel. Ho bona u ctapeiii koposib CUTU3MYHJ OTBETHIIM OTKa30M. bo-
SCh MECTH KHsI351, CIpsiTaia KoposieBa CBOO 104b CO(bI0 B TOIBKO UTO
IIOCTPOEHHOM 3aMKe B Porauése, nmonansme ot Bapmasel u Kpakosa,
T7Ie HAaXOAWJICS BECh KOpOJIeBCKUH nBopy». Térymka Pyds 3amomgana
U 0 4éM-TO 3aaymanack. TekcT pykomnucu oOpbiBaics. Bee 3amepnu,
TepssICh B JOTajKax: 4To ke Obu1o moromM? He TyT nu Hamo uckath
pasraaky?

Jlo Toro JiHSI, KOTa €ro CMEHUT camas JJIMHHAs HOYb B FOJTY, OCTa-
BaJIOCh COBceM MaJjio BpemeHu. Emeé ne onun pas Oerana exxuxa Yunda
K OapcydubeMy ropojy, a IMOoTOM M C JJUCOM DKOMU, B HAJCKE BCTPETUTh
cTaporo 6apcyka, HO TaM HUKOro He Obu10. [ToTOM BMecTe OTIpaBIIs-
JIMCh OHU Ha 3aMKOBYIO TOpY, HO BUJIEJIU OJHU TOJIBKO Pa3BAIMHBI CTa-

pOro 3amMKa.
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'CBETOM, HO OH TYT K€ I10rac.

' 1 BOT 3TOT neHb HacTal, a Apy3bs TaK U HE CMOIVIM HAYETO MpH-
naymatb. OnevyaneHHble, COOpauch OHU B oMe TETYLIKHA Pydb.

Bapyr Haseren X0JOaHBIM NOPBIBUCTBIM BeTep. MeMIEHHO OTBO-
pUach IBEpb, CIETKa CKPUIIHYJIHM MOJOBHUIBL. [0 AOMYy SBHO XOIHII
KTO-TO HEBUAMMBIN. [locibimancs ryi, KOTOPIM OBICTPO HapacTall.
B xamuHe BCIBIXHYII SSpKAA OrOHb. Uepes IbIMOXOI OH BHIPBAJCS Ha-
PYKy U yHi€n BBICOKO B HE0O, a B KAMUHE JIMUIb 3alIUIE]IN TOTyXIINe
yru. Bee 6pocuiuce k okHy. HouHOE pocTpaHCTBO 03apUiI0Ch IPKUM

" JIBepsw c cunoi 3axmonHynack. JlroOboneiTHas auca JKa BHICKOUYH-
- Jla ‘Ha KpBLIBbLO. 3a'Hel BeIOekaya exuxa. OHM 3aMepIM OT HEOXKH-
" TAaHHOCTH. H’épe,glﬁHMH CTOST 30JIOTOBOJIOCHIN MaX TOW CaMOUW IOHOU

KpacaBuIlbl, KOTOPYIo Yn(a BueNa Ha 3aMKOBBIX pa3BanrHax. B pyke
OH JiepaKaJl 3a%0KCHHYI0 cBedy. HecMOTps Ha CHIbHEINM BETEP, OHA HE

~racna. E€ Hespkoe miams yCTpeMIIssIoCh BBBICh. PacmaxHyB JABepb, Ha

KPBUIBLIO BbIUIA TETYIIKA Pydb 1 BHUMATEIHHO MOCMOTpENA Ha 30J10-
TOBOJIOCOTO FOHOITY.

— Te0bs npucnan bazan? — OBICTPO MpPOU3HECIIA OHA.

— Jla, mens npucnan no0psiit 1yx bazan, — oTBeTmst nax. — Mbl
JOJEKHBI ToporuThes! Camas IJIMHHAST HOYb B FOJly BOT-BOT HACTYIIUT,
U €CJIM Mbl HE yCIleeM, OOUTaTeNIM 3aMKa HUKOT/Ia HE CMOTYT BEpHYTh-
cs1 B cBOE BpeMsi — 3710 ayx Kysiop B Tpu yaca HOUYH, IEpe] caMbIM

‘paccBeToM, HaBceraa 3a0epéT ux ¢ coboif B BEYHOCTh, — 3arOBOPHIT

OH, OYEHb BOJIHYSICh: — ba3aH /an HaM 3TOT BOJIIEOHBIM HETAaCHYIIINI
OTOHb, KOTOPBIH OyzieT OCBEIIATh Halll ITyTh B MUP A00PbIX 1yXoB. OHU
noMoryT nodenuts Kystopa! Ho Ha 3BE31HOM HeOe HYKHO HAMTH ATy
nopory. 3101 ayx Kystop cnenuansHo nepemnyTai HeOecHbIe yTH Tak,
4TOOBI HUKTO M HUKOI/IA HE CMOT JIaKe IPUOIM3UTHCA K BIIAJACHHUAM JI0-
OpbIX nyXBB.-TETYMKa Pyds! Térymxka Pyds! Tol ke Moxelb YUTATh
3Be31HO€E He0O0, 00 TOM BCe 3HarT! Tl 00g3aTeIbHO TOJKHA TOMOYB !

Teneps yxe Bce BMecTe — TETyIIKA Pydb, €€ IOMOIIHUKH U 30710-
TOBOJIOCHIT nax%})chIOHI/IJIHCL HaJl PYKOTHUCSIMH, TJI€ Ha OJTHOM U3 JINCT-
KOB ObL1a HapHCOBaHa KapTa 3BE€31HOr0 HeOa. lpy3bs cHavYana nu3yvanu
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pacCIONOKEHNUE 3BE3]] HA HEW, a TOTOM MbITAJIUCh HAUTU UX Ha 3BE3/I-
HOoM HeOe. Ho et oOphIBajics Ha TOM MeCTe, I/Ie Ha KapTe Oblia N30-
OpajkeHa OYCHB SIPKas 3B€3/1a M OT HEE B PA3HbBIE CTOPOHBI PACXOHMITUCE,
3BE3IHBIE JIOPOTH. e 4

— ITanro! ITanto! Ham moxer momoub [1anro! OH nomxeH 3HATH,
K KakOMY CO3BE3IUI0 HAI0 CTPEMHUTHCSA, MOTOMY YTO HECKOJIBKO pa3
TOJIBKO 32 JIETO XOAWJ B MOJIBCKHUE JIeca, TyAa, IIe KOTJa-TO Kujia KOpo-
JIeBa, PacCIpPOCUTh CBOUX JAJbHUX POJICTBEHHUKOB, YbU TIPEAKHA BEPO
Y TIPaBJIOM CIIYXKUJIU €i, O TOM, IJI€ K€ MOTYT MPOXOAUTH 3TH 3BE3HBIE
MyTH U Ky/1a OHHU BEAYT.

30J10TOBOJIOCHIN 14K TIOAHSI HaJ| TOJIOBON CBEy M CTal BIVISIbI-
BaThCsl B TEMHbII JIEC. g

— Hanro! ITanto! I'ne ke 1o, I1anTo?! — B OTUasiHMM 3Baj OH.

Bcekope nociblanoch IypiiaHue CTapbiX, ONABIIMX €IIE OCEHbIO,
JHWICTBEB, U PSIZIOM YK€ COMelN 3albIXxaBlIuics eHoT. Jlnca Dka oTipsi-
Hyna B cTopoHy. OHu ¢ exuxort Yudoil xaanu, 4To 3TOT €HOT BOT-
BOT NPEBPATUTCS B JIBOPEIIKOTO ¢ MBITHBIMU OakeHOapaamu. Ho oH
OKHHYJI BCEX MPOH3UTEIBHBIM B3IJISIIOM CBOMX MaJICHBKHUX IJ1a3 U CO-
BCEM MPUTHUX. BbUIO BUHO, YTO €My CTPAIIHO. 30JI0TOBOJIOCHIM Max
enlé BbIIIE MOAHSI CBEUY M TPUIKIBI OUEPTUII €0 KPyr HaJ TOJOBOM.
Ha neGe BcmibIxHYJIa SIPKUM CBETOM 3BE3/1a, CBOM JIy4d OHA IOcJiajia Ha
3eMJII0 IMEHHO B TO MECTO, IJi¢ 3aTawics eHoT. [IpocTpaHcTBO 03apu-
JIOCh IPKUM cBeTOM. EHOT Tpukibl 00epHyJicst BOKpYT ceOs u. .. Ilepen
BCEMH MPEACTall JBOPELIKHUI C POCKOIITHBIMYM OakeHOapaamu, B Oapxar-
HOM Kam30Jie, 1 Hayall CBOM paccKas:

— OueHb 1aBHO, B T€ BPEMEHA, Korja emié IpaBuja KOpoJieBa
bona, B co3Be3nuu Kaccuorien BclibIxHYyJa HOBas sipkasi 3Be3na. Eé
OIIECK MOKHO OBLIO CPaBHUTH ¢ O1ecKkoM BeHephI, camMoli SpKOi 3BE3/1b1
Ha HeOe mociie Connna u Jlynst! JloOpsie Ayxu 3aXKmiH €€ B 4eCTh KOPO-
JIEBBI — 3a T€ XOpOIIHe Jiefia, KoTophle aenana bona Cdopiia B 3emiisx
KOopoJieBcTBa. A camo co3Besnue Kaccuomnes B CTapUHHBIX 3BE3HBIX
aTjacax M Ha KapTax-cTaJid n300pakaTh B BUJI€ MOJIOJOU IAPHIIbI, TOP-
110 Boceeatoniei Ha TpoHe. Bot mocmotpurte. %




W OHM BHOBb CKIIOHWJIMChH HaJ| CTAPUHHOU PYKOIIUCBIO, HA KOTO-
poit ObLT0 U300paxkeHo 3BE3THOE HEDO.

— MoxkeT 3Ta 3B€3/1a M1 HaM YKa)KeT ITPaBWIbHBIN IyTh? OHa BCer-
Jla XpaHWila KoposueBy bOHy, n gaxe Toraa, Koraa Apyrue 3BE3AbI HE
ObUTM BUJHBI Ha HEeOe M3-3a TYCTHIX 00JIaKOB, OHA SIPKO CHsliia, oOeperas
OT 3JIBIX JyXOB, — Ipopoirkai [Tanro. — Bo3MOXHO, UMEHHO Ty T HaJ10
UCKaTh JIOPOry B LAPCTBO AyXOB? MHOIro BEKOB HE MOTYT HaWTH €€ U
no0pbii 1yx baszaH, ¥ ero MOMOIIHUKY, U Jaxe cepauTbii Oumuni V.
Oto 3moit ayx Kyswop 3amyTan Ha 3BE3IHOM HeOE MyTH, 3aKOJIJI0BaJ
oburareneit 3amka u npuHieccy Codpro, a BCE 3a T0O, 4TO MOI00MIA
OHa MMPOCTOr0 FOHONTY IO MMEeHU BacenuH. PsijoM ¢ 3aMKOM ac OH CKOT
Y HHUKOIJIA HE PacCcTaBalics C TyJOYKOM, KOTOPYIO BbIpe3all u3 Oepésbl.
OueHb KpacuBbIE HEXKHBIE MEJIOAUU Urpall BacennH Ha Hew, a emeé Ha
pa3HbIX, OONBIINX U MAJIBIX, TYI0YKaX — UX OH TOXKE CAM CMaCTEPHIL
bblmn Menmouu 3TH HENMPUBBIYHBI IS ClIyXa IpUHIECCH], U Korga Co-
(b crpllana ux, TO OTKJIa/AbIBalIa BCE CBOM JIeNia U HacCIaXK/1alach ya-
PYIOLIMMH 3BYKAMMU.

OnHax b1, mporuibiBas o JlHenpy B CBOEH 307104EHOM JIaIbE, YBU-
TOM LIBETAMH, YCJIbIIIAJa BHOBb IPUHIECCA KPACUBYIO MEJOIUIO U CO-
nuia Ha Oeper, YTOObl MOCMOTPETh, KTO KE TaM WIpaeT. YBHUJEIa OHA
IOHOITY KPacoThl HEOOBIKHOBEHHOM, C JIbHSIHBIMH BOJIOCAMH, CXBayeH-
HBIMHU TKaHON HaJI0OHOM MOBS3KOMU, ICHBIMU IrOJyObIMU IJ1a3aMHU, CTAT-
HOU (urypoii. 1 Gonblie OHM HE paccTaBaluCh. Y3Hala 00 3ToM eé
MaTh — KopoJieBa boHa, pa3rueBanach, HOTOMY YTO HE MOJIOXKEHO ObLIO
3HATHOM MpUHIEcce JIOOUTH TPOCTOTO FOHOIITY, U BblaNa €€ 3aMyXK 3a
repuora Hemeukoro, ['enpuxa V Mutaauiero.

OueHnb ropeBana NpUHIECCA, HO HUYETO HE OCTABAJIOCH €M JI€JIaTh,
KaK MOAYUHHUTHCS BOJIE KOPOJIS U KOpoJieBhl. Yexana npuniecca Codbs
B JAJIEKME HEMELKHUE 3€MIIM, a AyIlla €€ TyT OCTallach, B ’TOM 3aMKE,
CO BCEMH €ro OOUTaTENsIMU, KOTOPbIE OYEHb JIFOOUIN IPUHIIECCY U KO-
TOPBIX OYEHB JIIOOMIIA OHA, U C IPOCTHIM IOHOIIEH Mo uMeHu BacenuH.
Honecnu 06 3ToM 'enpuxy V. [IpusBan Torna oH ciiyry CBOEro, 3J10ro
nyxa Kysropa, u npukasan eMy 3aK0J10BaTh IPUHIIECCY U BCEX, KTO €1
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B 3aMK€ CIY>KHJI, TaK, 4YTOOBI IyIIM MX 3aMEpJIM HaBCET/la U HUKOI/A
0O0JIbIIIE HE MOIVIM BO3BPATUTHCA B CBOE BpeMs, CKOJILKO Obl BEKOB HU
MPONLIO0. A TTOTOM 3JIbIE IyXU PA3PYIIMIIM U CaM 3aMOK.

Ho 3nomy nyxy Kystopy npotuBocrosin n100pbiii 1yx bazan. On
oueHb o0 npuniieccy Codbio U OAUH pa3 B Oy, MSITh BEKOB MO/~
psia, B CaMylo JIJIMHHYIO HOYb YCTpauBaeT B 3aMKke 0an B e€ yecTb. Co-
Ooupaet Torna bazan Bce cBOM CUJIbI, U HAUMHAET TAK AYTh B CTOPOHY
He0a, 4TOOBI HE MOAMYCTUTh K 3aMKY 3JIbIX TyXOB. A B 3TO BpeMsl TyIITu
BCEX €ro oourarenei 0kuBaroT. M xKuTeIM 3aMKa U €ro OKpeCTHOCTEM,
KAaK U paHbIle, HAUMHAIOT CYETUTHCS B MPEANPA3THUYHBIX XJIOMOTAaX,
a TIOTOM BBIXOIAT BCTpeuyaTh CBOIO JoOumyro mnpunieccy Codpbro.
Ha 30mouéHoil J1ajibe, YBUTOM LBETAMH, IO PEKE NPUIUIBIBAET OHA
K 3aMKy. Pa110M ¢ Hell Bcera — 30JI0TOBOJIOCHIN Maxk DpHel, a Ha Oe-
pery ¢ HeTepneHneM K€t BacenuH.

Ho 31b1€ myxu noka morymecrtBeHHee bazana. TobKo M XKITyT, KOT-
71a COCTOMTCS Oas, 4ToObI COOpaTh Ha HeOe 3JIbIe CHIIBI U OKOHYATEILHO
3aKOJIJIOBaTh OOUTATENIeH 3aMKa.

Bcé ocranbHOE BpeMsi B TOAY 3aMKOBBIE Pa3BAIIMHBI OXPAHSIOT
OTPOMHBIE MIChI, BEPHBIE CIIYTH 3JIbIX JyXOB, HE MOAMYCKAOT K HUM HU-
KOT'0, YTOOBI HUKTO M HUKOTJA HE MOT pa3rajarh ux TaitHy. Kak Tosb-
KO YYYIOT OHHM YTO-TO HEJAJHOE, TYT K€ 3aJIMBAIOTCS OITYIIUTEIbHBIM
JaéM W TOJAI0T CUTHAJ 3JIbIM JyXaM, a T€ ToTJa OOpYIIHUBAIOT CBOMU
THEB Ha BCEX, KTO MOSBIsAETCS B 3TUX MecTax. Ho cuibl 1o6poro gyxa
bazana yxe Ha ucxozie, OH cTap W OOJIbIIIE HE MOXKET OJIUH IPOTHUBO-
ctoath Ky3ropy m ero cimyram. Ham o0s3arenbHO Hago HAWTH MYTh
B LIaPCTBO JOOPBIX AYXOB, YTOOBI OHU MOMOIJIN 100pathes TyAa bazany
BMECTE CO BCEMHU oOUTaTEeIsIMU 3aMKa. IMEHHO B CTpaHe JTIOOPBIX Y-
XOB OTKPBIBAETCS JOPOra B CBOE Bpemsi. Eciii Mbl HE HAMAEM 3TOT Ty Th
Ha 3BE37THOM HeOe, 0a MOXKET CTaTh MOCIEAHUM U TOTAA CAYYUTCS He-
IIONPABUMOE. . .

Bce ycTtpemunu cBou B30pbl Ha HE0O, paccMaTpuBasi CO3BE3/IHE
Kaccuoneu, a 3010TOBOJIOCHIN NaK DPHEN CTaJl CBEYON BBIUYEPUYMBATH
ero uzoopaxenue B Bo3ayxe. Térymika Pyds u e€ momomauku, [lanto
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C HAaJIeKJIOW BIVIJBIBAIINCH B 3BE3NBI. Bpems HEYyMOJIMMO OTCUUTHI-
BaJI0O MUHYTHI HaCTyNUBIIEH caMOW JJIMHHOW HOuW B roay. Ho Hebo
MOIYaJo.

— Cxkopo 0ajn, ¥ rocTH Ha4HYT IPUOBIBATH B 3aMOK, MHE HaJ0
CHEMNTh. ITO OyIeT caMblil KpacuUBBIN 0aj U3 BCEX TEX, KOTOPBIE TYT
Korna-HuOynb 6w, — [lanTo oOepHycs TpUKAbl BOKPYT celsi, mpe-
BPATUJICS B HEYKIIKOKETO €HOTA U CKPBUICS B JIECHBIX 3apOCIIAX.

— Térymka Pyds, Hy caenaiite X0Tb 4TO-HUOYAL! — B3MOIUIICS
30JI0TOBOJIOCHIN Maxk DpHel. — CKOpO OTO CHA JOJKHA MPOOYAUTHCS
npunuecca Codws, u no J{Henpy noribIBET 3010uéHas naabs. Heyxe-
7Y MBI TaK U HE HaWAEM MyTh B IAPCTBO AOOPHIX aAyxoB? A ecnu ba-
3aH OO0JIbIlIE HE CMOXKET MPOTUBOCTOATH 3710MYy Ky3topy u ero ciyram u
3TOT Oall CTaHeT MOCIEeIHUM, TO TYIIN KPacaBULbI-IPUHIIECCHI U BCEX
obuTaTesneil 3aMKa HUKOT/IA HE CMOTYT BEpHYThCSI B CBOE Bpemsi? —
C OTYasiHUEM IPOU3HEC OH.

Térymka Pydp o u€M-TO pasmblluisia, MISAsS Ha CTApUHHYIO
Kapry.

— HaBepHoe, 3T0 Bce-Taku co3Be341e 3MEECHOCIA, UTO Pa3IEIseT
co3Be3ne 3MeH, — BIPYT 3a0yMYMBO IIPOU3HECHA OHA. — bosbmias
yacTth co3Be3aus Kaccuonen naxomutcss B Mieunom Ilytu. Jlopora
K HEMY OUY€Hb CJIOXKHA, HO OHA SiICHas, CBEeTIas U BeAET B OECKOHEU-
HOCTh. A BOT KOBapHBIN 3Mei, KOTOPBI BUACH Ha HEOE KakK JUIMHHAs
M3BUBAIOIIAACS LEMOYKa 3BE3J, BIOJHE MOXKET NPErPakIarh MyTh K
HapcTBy ayXxoB. Benp 310 nyx Ky3rop u 1pyrue 31bie JyXu OT 3aBUCTH
Ha3bIBAJIM KOPOJIEBY bOHY «KOpOHOBaHHOM 3Me€n». I Ha CTapUHHBIX
KapTax co3Be3qine 3mesi H300paKeHO B BHUJIC YEJIOBEKA, COKUMAIOILIETO
OTPOMHYIO 3MEI0, KOTOPasi U3BUBAETCA B €r0 PyKax U MPOXOAUT MEKIY
Horamu. 3noi ayx Kysrop Mor B34Tb ero ce0e B COI03HUKH.

Bce nayanu uckarh Ha HeOe co3Be3ue 3MeEeHOCIa, a Tak DpHEH
HayaJ BblYepUYMBATh B HOYHOM MPOCTPAHCTBE €ro n3o0paxenue. Bapyr
SAPKUMH OTHSIMU BCIIBIXHYJIA YXOASAIIasi BBEpX cBeTsAmasics JeHra. OHa
MOJIHUEH CBEpKHYJa B HeOe, Kak Obl yKa3blBasi MyTh K CO3BE3AUI0 3Me-
€HOCIIA, ¥ UCYE3JIA. A B TOM MECTE B HOYHOM NPOCTPAHCTBE MOABUIACH
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YCTPEMIISIIONIAsCS BEICOKO B HEOO opora, 00paMiéH-
Has CBETALLIUMUCS OTHSIMH.

— Ml Haniu! MBI HallUIA 3TOT MyTh! — JIMKO-
BaJli TENeph BCE.

A 30710TOBOJIOCHIN Ma)x DJpHEW yKe CTyNnuJ Ha
HET0, BBICOKO MOJHSAB HaJl TOJIOBOM 3aXKEHHYIO CBE-

qy.

— Tenepsb s nokay, 1 00s13aTeNBHO JOMAY B LIAp-

CTBO JIyXOB JI0 TOTO, KaK B 3aMKE€ HAaYHETCS 0aj, U Mbl MOOEAUM 371070
Kystopa.

MenneHHo yXOoausl BBBICH OTOHb — 3TO DPHEN YBEPEHHO MIEI
K CO3BE3/IMI0 3MECHOCIIA.

A Bcs mymmucTasi KOMIaHusl OpoCcuiIach K 3aMKOBBIM pa3BajMHAM.
3a Heil nocnemmia Térymka Pyds.

— Ham Hago npuaymarh, Kak OTBJIE€Yb 3JIbIX COB U HE JIaTh UM
3aJIUTHCSl OTTYIIMTEIbHBIM JIAEM, €CJIM BAPYT 30JI0TOBOJIOCHIN Max HE
CMOXXET JIOWTH JI0 1IapCTBa JyXOB, — IpUTOBapuBaja exuxa Yuda,
€/1Ba MOCMeBas 34 CBOMMHU JAPY3bsIMHU U TETYIKON Pydb.

OHM TpoOHpaIUCh CKBO3b JIECHBIE 3apOCIIH, TIepederaii paBHUHBI,
IIUTA Yepe3 eIbHUK, 32 KOTOPHIM YK€ ObLT BUJIEH BRICOKUH Oeper J[He-
npa. Ho um nperpaauiu myTh BEKOBBIE JepeBbs. Jlambiie uaTtu ObLIO
onacHo. X Mo yuysTh CTpalHble IChI, U TOTAa BCE mponalio. Bpe-
MsI OT BpEMEHU IMYyTHUKU NOTISAbIBAIN Ha He00. MaJieHbKasi, e/jBa 3a-
METHas 3BE370YKa MEJIEHHO YXOJIriIa BBepX. OCTaBaioCh COBCEM He-
MHOT0 /10 TOTO MOMEHTA, KOIJla Mak JpHEU JT0KEH BOUTH B CO3BE3UE
3MeeHocIIa, KOTJa HeAaIeKO OT 3aMKOBBIX pa3BajMH 3apblyalid OTPOM-
HbIE 3J1bI€ TICBI. OHUM MOYYSIM YTO-TO HEJIATHOE.

A TeM BpEMEHEM IYTh 30JI0TOBOJIOCOMY MaXy DPHEI0 Mperpaau-
JI CyIIECTBa, KAKMUX OH HUKOTJa He BcTpevasn Ha 3emiie. C OonbInMu
TPEyTOJIbHBIMU TOJIOBAMH, Ha KOTOPHIX BpaIladuch OOJIbIINE KPYTIIbIe
r7a3a, OHU HEOXKUJAHHO BBIIIIM W3 MpaKa HOYHOro Heba. VX TynoBu-
[a HaroMUHaJIM OOYKH, a Ha pyKax ObLIO MO TPU JJIMHHBIX Talblla,
KOTOPBIMHU OHH TNBITATUCH JOTIHYTHCS 10 JPHES.
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— 3aech Hala BiacTh... Huuero He momyuutes y 4oOporo ayxa
bazana... I y Te0s HU4ero He BBIMIET. .. — Pa3HOCUIICS MIENOT 10 BCe-
My HeOeCHOMY MPOCTpaHCTBY. — Ky3top BCE paBHO 3a0epET ay1IN 00u-
TaTeneil 3aMka cede. bazaH HUYEro He CMOKET U3MEHUTD.

A na 3emisie 3aMepiau MyTHUKH, 005ich OOHApYykuth ceds. Ot
OJIHOTO TOJIBKO BHJa OIPOMHBIX ICOB 3aMHpaio CEPALE OT cTpaxa.
Bnpyr onu ycnaslmanu crpanHbie 3BykH. Kaszanock, 4To 3arieBesnu-
JUCh KPOHBI BEKOBBIX JepeBbeB. [[py3bsi yCTpeMUIIU B30pbI BBEPX.
Han nepeBpsiMu cTajla MOJHUMATHCS €/1Ba pa3anyuMasi B TEMHOTE Ce-
past AbIMKa. 3aTe€M MOCJBIIIAIKNCH CTPAHHBIE 3BYyKH — OYJITO KTO-TO
OTPOMHBIH JbIIIAT HABEPXY.

— bazan! 4 3Haro, 310 ThI! bazan! — kpuknyna Térymka Pyds.

Cepass ApIMKa MEIJIEHHO Hayaja pacroyi3aTbCsl HaJl KpOHaMu
JIEpPEeBbEB M MPUOOpETaTh O4epTaHus OONBIIOrO BBITIHYTOIO Teia C
MHO>KECTBOM CBUCAIOIIUX, KaK BETBH, JIaIl.

JloOpbIii AyX BCE ATO BpeMs KUJI Ha JIEpeBhIX, oOeperas AyIId
oOurtarenel 3aMka. A Korja HpHIlia OMacHOCTh, cOOpall BCE CBOM
CHUJIBI, YTOOBI 3AITUTUTD HX.

— 30J10TOBOJIOCOMY NAXKYy YTPOKAET OMTACHOCTh — Y HETO Ha Iy TH
cayru 35oro nyxa Kystopa. Ml TOMKHBI IOMOYB MPOWTH €MY B Lap-
CTBO JOOPBIX AyXOB, — MporoBopus bazan u, HaOpaB MOJHYIO TPYIb
BO3/lyXa, C CUJION BBIIOXHYJ B HEOO, B TY CTOPOHY, I7i€ OBLIIO CO3BE3IUE
3MeeHocHa. A TOTOM CHOBA M CHOBA JIyJ YTO OBLIO CHJIBI.

30J10TOBOJIOCHIH A 03apsl CBOM MyTh BOJIIEOHOM CBEYOM, UTO-
Obl aBurarhes Brepén. CTpaHHbIE CYIIECTBA Pa3JIETAINCh B CTOPOHBI,
HO JIMIIb Ha KAKKE-TO MTHOBEHbS, a IIOTOM COOMPAIIUCH C CUTIaMU, BO3-
BpallaJiCh BHOBb U OKpY>Kajiu DpHes elié 00jee MIOTHBIM KOJbIIOM.
Bapyr u3 TbMbl MEJICHHO HauyaJld BBIXOJIUTH CYIIECTBA OYE€Hb BBICOKO-
ro pocTta, OOoJbIe TOXOKHE HA JeIh(UHOB, TOJHKO KOXKa OblIa y HUX
roy0oii, a rmasza — OonbmuMH 1 100pbiMu. CyIiecTBa ¢ TPEyroabHbI-
MU rojIOBaMU Hayaju oTcTynarb. K DpHero mo1omnuio cynecTBo ¢ roiy-
OO0l KOXKe, UPOKO U JOOPOAYITHO YIbIOHYIOCH, KaK Obl IPUBETCTBYH,
Y TIPOTSIHYJIO CBETSAUIMICS KAMEHb.
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— Bo3bmu ero. OH mOMOXeT AOWTH TeOe J0 11apCTBa T0OPHIX 1y-
xoB. Ho moMHM, 4TO OBl HU CIYUYHUIIOCH, ThI JIOJDKEH WUJITH TOJBKO BIIE-
pEn, HE OIVISABIBASICH U HE oOpalllas BHUMaHUs Ha BCE, UTO Oy/IeT Mpo-
UCXOAUTh BOKPYL. OTOBCIOAY HAYHYT JIOHOCUTHCA HE3HAKOMBIC IS
KUTENEl 3eMJIM 3BYKH, U Te€OE€ 3aX04eTCsl MOWTH B UX HAIMPABICHUH,
OTKpPBITh IJ1a3a U TOCMOTPETh, KOMY K€ OHU NMpHUHAAJIeKAT. ECiau Thl
ATO cJielaelllb, TO HUKOT/AA HE JOUAENTh 0 LapCTBa JOOPBIX TYXOB,
COOBEIIbCS C MyTH. 37ble AyXU OyayT JenaTh BCE, 4TOOBI PEerpagnuTh
tebe myTh. [log ToOoI emé OyAeT TPEeyrolbHUK CMEPTH, a EePEe]l CaMbIM
BXOZIOM B I[aPCTBO JOOPBIX TyXOB TEOS BCTPETAT CBETSIIHMECS IIAPHI.
Ho ThI BBIZIEpXKUIITE BCE MUCTIBITAHUS M MPOMAEIIL B IIAPCTBO JOOPHIX
JTyXOB, €CJIK OyJelb TIOMHUTh BCE, YTO s Te€OE CKazal.

Kak Tonpko B35 maxk DpHEW B CBOM PYKH CBETSILIUNUCS KaMEHb,
BMUI' MCYE3JIM BCE CYIIECTBA, BCTABIIME HA €ro MyTH, U MEPE] HUM
BHOBb OTKpPBLIACh yXO/sAIIasi BHICOKO B HEOO Jopora. IpHeil yBEpEeHHO
3arrarai Brepéa. Bapyr nepen HUM cTas MpoIUIbIBaTh OIPOMHBINA TOPO/T
C HEOOBIKHOBEHHO KPAaCUBBIMU O€JILIMU CajlaMU, KypUalllUMHU PyUbsi-
MU U BOJIOTA/IaMU. 3BYKH TaK MaHWJIM, OHU ObLUIA TAKUMHU HEKHBIMU U
HEOOBIYHBIMM, KAKMX OH HUKOT/Aa HE CIIbIIIA Ha 3eMiie, 1 DPHEI0 He-
YIEPAKUMO 3aX0OTENO0Ch UJTH B TY CTOPOHY, B HEU3BECTHOCTh, Ky/la OHU
MEJIJICHHO YAaJISUTUCh BMECTE C IUIaByYruM ropojaoM. Ho oH coOpait Bcro
CBOIO BOJIIO U ycTpeMuiics Brepén. HaBcTpeuy BHICKOYMIIH TUISITYIITE
MaJICHbKHE TOJICHbKUE YeaoBeukrd. OHU XUXUKAIIU, IPa3HUIU DpHes,
a eMy OYE€Hb XOTEJIOCh OTBETUTH, AaTh caauu. OH e1Ba ClIepKUBAJICS.
Ho nano 6wu10 HaliTH B ceOe CHiIbl HE OTBEYaTh Ha 00uAbl. OH JOJIKEH
ATO CHIeJIaTh Pajy CIaceHUs Jpy3el. DTO ObUIO CaMbIM CJIOXKHBIM HC-
neiTaHueM i Hero. Ho DpHell BHOBb coOpajl BCIO CBOIO BOJIIO U MO-
LIETT BOEPEN.

3aKkaHUYMBAJIOCH co3Be3aue 3MeeHocna. OcraBajgoch NPOUTH MO-
CJIEIHIOI0 3BE3]y, 32 KOTOPOW YK€ BUIHEINCH BbUIOXKEHHBIE U3 3BE3]]
BOPOTa, HO HABCTPEUY BBLJIETEIN U3 TEMHOTHI CBETAIIMECS Imapbl. Mx
ObLT10 MHOTO. Pa3HOIBETHBIE, OOJBIIINE U MAJICHbKUE, OHU KPY>KUIUCH
BOKpPYT DpHesl, MbITasiCh TOTPOHYTHCA J10 BodlieOHoro kamusi. Ho on
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enié Kpemye ckuman kameHb B pykax. [llapoB ctaHoBuiI0CH BCE 00ITb-
nie ¥ Oosnblie, 1 DpHEH yke He BUJIEN nepes] coO00il HUYero, KpoMe ux
CBEYECHUS.

A Ha 3emiie METaJMCh OTPOMHBIE 3Jble NIChl. OHU YyBCTBOBAIIH,
YTO MPOUCXOANUT YTO-TO HEJIATHOE, U IBITAINCH MTOHATh, OTKYAa HUCXO-
auT onacHoCTh. Térymka Pyds u e€ momomHuky 3aMepin oT cTpaxa.
Bce cmotpenu Ha 3BE3nHOE HEOO, MBITAACh OTHICKATh CBET BOJIIICOHOM
ceeur. Ho ero 6ompiie He 6b110 BUIHO. C MOJIBOOI CMOTpENI OHU Te-
nepb BBEpX, Tyla, rae noopsiid ayx ba3zan BCE ayn U ayn B CTOPOHY
co3Be3nus 3meeHocna. OH 3Hajl, KaK KOBapHbI CBETSIIUECS IIaphl, U
HY’KHO OBLIO BO YTO OBbI TO HU CTAJIO CUJION CBOEro yXa pa3orHarb ux,
PaCYUCTUTh MYTh JJIsI DPHES.

ITogana cBoM rojoc COHHAsi COpOKa — U3BECTHIIA O MPUOIMKAIO-
miercs onacHoCTH. [ITuik co Bce OKpyru — BOPOHBI, COMKH, CUHULIBI
U BCE, KTO OBLI PsAOM, MOAHSIN T'BaIT. OCOOCHHO MEPEenoIOUTUINChH




dazanbl, e HaaEKHEE CIPITABIIMCH B INIOTHBIX KyCTax HEMOMANIEKY.
B cTopoHy 3aMKOBBIX pa3BaJIMH MOJETEN (PUIMH — Ipo3a BCEX NTHUIl U
MHOTHX KMBOTHBIX.

Mex nepeBbeB POMENBKHYI €HOT. OH TOXE HANpaBIsAJICA B CTO-
POHY 3aMKOBBIX Pa3BaJIMH. «3HAYHUT, CKOPO MOJTHOYb, ¥ (PUIIMH MpeBpa-
tuTCA B Puinnna V, ynpasisroero 3aMKOM, 1 HAUHET pacIiopsyKaThCs
BCEMM NPUTOTOBIECHUAMH K Oally, a €HOT — B JBOPEIIKOT0, KOTOPHIN
BBIWJIET HA BBICOKUM Oeper peku, TPUKJIbl XJIOMHET B JaJO0IIN U BO3-
BEeCTHUT 0 ero Hayasne. Ho rae xxe Dpueit? Uto ¢ HuMm ciryuniiocs? Ckopo
npocHéTcs npuHIiiecca Codrsi! A Kak ke 3071049EHAS JTaAbsI?» — TPO-
HOCHJIOCH TeNEPh B CO3HAHUU TETYIIKU Pydb 1 €€ MOMOIIHUKOB.

JoOpeiii nyx bazan ¢ cuioit moaya B CTOPOHY HOYHOTO HeOa.
W BHOBB 3710 3apbIyaliv ICHI.

— Yro0 ke nmenarb? — 3alIenTalnCh Apy3bs. B ux mia3zax 3actbul
y>Kac. DT OrpOMHbBIE COOAKH TaK PhIYAT, YTO BOT-BOT 3aJIIOTCS OIITY-
HIUTEJILHBIM JIaeM!

A Ha BbICOKHH Oeper [[Hemnpa yke BbIXOAWI ABOpeUKuil. My3bI-
KaHTBI C JIIOTHSMH 3aMepJid B OXKHUJAHUM, O0SCh MPOIMYCTUTh TOT MO-
MEHT, KOTJla Ha PEKe MOSABUTCA 30J04YEHAS JIaJbs U ABOPELKHUM ITOAACT
3HAaK HAYMHATh UTPATh.

— [Tuéner! S 3Ha10, TYT psIAOM €CTh OOJBIION MUENbHUK! B 3THX
MecTax BCerjia MHOTo coOMpaiu MEia, MOTOMY UTO 3/I€Ch CAMbIE TPYIO-
moOuBkie MUYENbI, — npousHecia exuxa Yuda. Ha Heé Bce mocmotpe-
JIY C YAMBIICHUEM, a OHA, OYE€Hb BOJIHYSICh OTTOI'O, 4TO €€ HE IOHUMAIOT,
pojIoiiKajia yxke ckoporoopkoil. — Hamo HemennenHo O6exarb Tyga,
pa30yIuTh COHHBIX MUY, PACCKA3aTh UM O 3JIbIX ICaX U MPOCUTH O MO-
MOIIH.

Ho npy3bs onaTh €€ He TOHUMAaJH.

— Hy, kak e Bbl HEe oHUMaeTe? S mo30By MY€n, OHW HAYHYT
KPY>KUTh HaJ 37bIMHU TICaMH, OOJIBHO JKaJIUTh UX, U TICHI 3a0yayT TOra
0 3aMKOBBIX pa3BaJMHaX, CTAHYT CPAXaTbCs C MUETAMMU.

He ycnieB noroBoputh, exuxa Yuda Opocuniach 0exaTh B CTOPOHY
MMYEIIbHUKA.
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JIBOpeLKHM TPUKABI XJIOMHYJI B JIAJIOMIN, U U3 3aMKOBBIX Pa3BAJINH
CTall BBIPACTATh 3aMOK. 3JIbIE€ TICHI 3apblyaiu enlé rpoMye.

30JI0TOBOJIOCHIM TTaXK DPHEW OAHOM PYKOM M30 BCEX CUJI CHOKUMAJ
BOJILIEOHBIN KaMEHb, a JPYroi — MOJHUMAJ BBICOKO HaJl TOJIOBOM BOJI-
IeOHYIO0 CBEUY, MBITAsCh YBUACTH, KyJa e €My JIBUTAThCS, T/Ie 3BE3I-
HbIe BopoTa. Ho cBeTsimuecs mapbl ObLITM TAKUMU SIPKUMH, YTO HUYETO
He ObL10 BUAHO. U Torma DpHeil CuilbHO 3aKMYpUII T1a3a, CKall B pyKe
BOJIIIICOHBIN KAMEHb U TTOMIEN BIEPEST.

N3 neca BeuieTen Hesnbld poi COHHbIX HEAOBOJBHBIX IMuéi. Mx no-
TPEBOXKWIIN B CAMbIN HEMOAXOISIIMI MOMEHT. 11 BO BCEM BUHOBATHI 3TU
POTUBHBIC 37IbI€ TICHI. Ternepb MYENbl ObUTH TMOJIHBI PEHIUMOCTU 00-
PYLIUTH HA HUX BECh CBOW 'HEB.

JIBOpELKHI1 TPUK/IbI XJIOMHYJ B JIAJIOIIN, U B OKHAX 3aMKa BCIIbIX-
HyN sipkuil cBeT. Bce ero oOurarenn BMUT 3aCyeTHINCH, HAYAIHNCh
MPa3IHUYHbBIC IPUTOTOBIICHUS.

OrpomMHbI€ 37bI€ TICBI METAINCH, TPOMKO pblua. Emé HemHoro, u
OHU 3JIBIOTCA OITYIIUTENIbHBIM J1aeM. Ho BIIpyT MOCHBIIIANOCh Kyxk-
xanue. OHO BCE yCWIMBAJIOCH, LIEJBIM POM MYEN YK€ KPYKWI HaJ
HUAMMU. 3JbI€ MIChI MAXaJld TOJIOBAMH, CTPEMSACH OTAEIATHCS OT MPOTUB-
HBIX HaJO0€TUBbIX Muén. Ho onu oOnenuiu ux co BceX CTOPOH U OOJIb-
HO xanunu. [1cel B3BbUIN. [1Uénbl €€ HEMHOTO NOKPYKUJIU HAl HUMH,
XUXUWKas U IPa3HACh, U MOJETEU B CTOPOHY MUEIbHUKA. TYT yXke IIChI,
KOTOPBIM XOTEJIOCh OTOMCTHUTH 32 BCE, COPBAJIUCH C MECTA U OPOCUITUCH
JIOTOHSATH YJIETAIOIINX MUET — CBOMX OOUTUUIL.

bazan BIOXHYN BO3MyX W MOAYJ TakK, YTO CUJIa €ro JoOporo myxa
Jo111a 10 co3Be3aust 3MeeHocia. Emy 0osbliie He Melald OrpOMHbIE
IIChI, CITYTH 3JIbIX AyXOB. HanereBuinii BeTep B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI pas-
Opocain cBeTsuMecs mapbl. 30J0TOBOJIOCHIN MaX DpHEN OTKPHUI IJia-
3a — nepen HUM ObLTY 3BE3/1HbIE BopoTa. [[puiioxkui oH K camoil spKoi
3BE3/IC BOJIICOHBIN KaMEHb, M Pa3IBUHYJIOCh HEOECHOE IPOCTPAHCTRO.
[{apcTBO HOOPBIX AYXOB MPUBETCTBOBAJIO €TO.

— Cwenbiii toHowa! Tel coBepiml 6maropoaHbliil moctynok! Te
OCTaJICSI BEPEH MPUHIIECCE U BCEM KUTEISIM 3aMKa, He T0OO0sIICS HUKa-
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KUX TPYAHOCTEW U MPOIIEN TOCTOMHO BCE
ucneiTanuss. Mbl nmomoxem Ttebe. Jymm
JTHOOSIIIKX JTro/Ied Tenepb OyayT BMECTe,

Y OHU HaBcerjga yuayT B CBOE Bpe-
Ms1, — JOHOCHUJIOCh CO BCEX CTO-
POH.

Emeé spue BcnpixHyna BoJI-
nieOHasi cBe4a, HajeTesl IIo-
NyTHBIA BETEp, MOAXBATUII
OpHesl U TOHEC €ro K 3aMKYy,
KOTOPBIM yTONajl B APKUX Or-
HSIX.

— He 3a0ynp ckazaTh
noOpeie cinoBa ayxy bazany
U BCEM, KTO momoran Tteoe!
HyxHo Bcerma ObITh Onaro-
JApHbIM TEM, KTO MPOTIHYI
Tebe pyKy MOMOIIU, — YCIIbI-
11aJI OH BCJIEN.

Tpyxapl XJI0MHYA B J1a70-
1M JBOPELKHIA, U MOIUIbUIA O
Juenpy 3osou€Has nanps, yTo-
NarIas B UBeTaxX. 3aurpaiu My-



3BIKAHTHI Ha JIFOTHSX, IPUBETCTBYS JTr0OMMYI0 nipuHIiieccy Codpro. Co-
IU1a oHa Ha Oeper, oOauéHHast B OeJIble Ok Ibl, C BEHKOM M3 OEJIbIX
JJIMA HA TOJIOBE, @ BEPHBIM 30JI0TOBOJIOCHIM NaX DPHEN MOANEPKH-
Baj e€ OeNbIi, PACIIUTBIA 30JI0TOM IUIaml. A BeTpedan e€ mpeKpacHbIi
toHoia Bacenun. Cenu oHM B KapeTy, 3anpskEHHYIO MIECThIO OeIbIMU
JOIIAIbMU, U MO JIOPOTe, YCTIAHHOW JIOPOTHUMH KOBpPAMHM, TIOEXaJIh K
3aMKY, I7I€ UX BCTPEUaJI0 MHOIO TOCTE€HM B SIPKUX M3BICKAHHBIX OJICHK-
nax.

Jlo camoro paccBeTra B 3aMKe ObLT 0aJl, KaKoro €1§ HUKTO HUKOTITIa
HE BUJIEJ: 3aMOPCKHE BHUHA JIMIUCh PEKOM, CTOJBI JTOMHUIUCH OT pa3-
HBIX SICTB, @ TOCTH BECEJIMJIUCh M TAHIICBAJIM, U BMECTE C HUMHU TETYIII-
ka Pydpn u e€ apysnsa. Korna ke Hauanmo cBeTaTh, MEJICHHO IOTaciu
B 3aMke cBeud. JloOpriil 1yx ba3zan B mociegHuii pa3 oOHsUT KPOHBI Jie-
PEBbEB, HAa KOTOPBIX OH JKUJI MHOTO CTOJIETUH, U 3a0paB ¢ co00il Bcex
obuTaTeneil CTapuHHOTO 3aMKa, T0JIETEI B APCTBO JOOPHIX TYXOB.

MOXHO XUTh B JIFOOOM MECTE Ha IUIAaHETE, B JIIOOOH CTpaHe WJIn
ropojie, 1 B J000€ BpeMsl Ha 3emJie, HO Jylia BCE paBHO OyJeT cTpe-
MHUTBCSI K TOMY, KOTO OY€Hb JIFOOUITL. DTO ba3aH 3Haa TOYHO, MOTOMY
YTO caM ObLI OY€Hb JOOPBIM JTyXOM.




AUNTY RUTH’S FAIRY-TALES

In a very far distance from people, in a very thick forest lived Aunty
Ruth. Long time ago she used to be a beautiful golden-haired young
girl. She used to live in a wealthy house and a lot of young grooms were
coming to propose her a husband. But nobody appealed to her. Most of
all, young Ruth loved the wood with its mysteries and majestic beauty.
She loved its inhabitants, who she had made friends with. But the best
and closest friends of hers were a plump hedgehog Chifa and a strong
and proud hawk Rey. The three liked to visit the Woodcutter, who lived
so deep in the dense wood that only few knew the tracks leading
to his house. The Woodcutter was always glad to
see his dear guests. Every time he treated
them with pumpkin porridge with millet, RS
fragrant infusion of mint, marjoram, Y = ~
roots of wild raspberry and limpid for- o
est honey. By the time the tongues of the
burning fire started whispering, the Woodcutter used to start his tales: at
first a tale about thin and quiet grass, that covers the land as a carpet,
and then a tale about high and strong herbs, that protect from invad-
ers, and other tales about secrets of the forest, the habits of different
animals and how to understand the language of the forest’s inhabitants.
And every time Ruth was listening with sinking heart the stories of the
mysterious and secret life of the dense wood.

All of a sudden an awful tragedy happened. One early morning
Ruth was woken up by knocking at her window. It was the Hawk pok-
ing into the window with his beak and there was the Hedgehog near
him, waving her paws and calling for help. Ruth rushed after them
to the Woodcutter’s house, but in vain. When they reached it, the house
was almost fully burnt and the Woodcutter was not seen anywhe-
re. Ruth crashed into tears. It was hard for her to realize the cruelty
of evil people who brought sorrows and did not spare lives of other
people.
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The next moment Ruth felt someone had licked her cheek. When
she raised her eyes, she saw the Wild Dog, looking at her. Long time
ago the Dog was thrown away by her masters. She had been wandering
through the wood for a long time, searching and fighting for food with
other inhabitants. For so many times she was in danger to become food
herself. By the time the Dog met the Woodcutter she had become al-
most completely wild. She could not forget the offence and did not trust
people any longer. Much more, she was afraid of them. Nevertheless
the Woodcutter managed to find appropriate kind words to the Dog and
she believed and followed him. The Woodcutter took care of her, healed
her wounds and later took her for hunting with him. Since then they had
never parted. Ruth also made friends with the Dog.

The Dog licked Ruth’s cheek another time and looked into her eyes
as if she was trying to tell her something. Ruth turned back and did not
believe her eyes; the Bear was pushing a huge log. There was a broken
pine-tree nearby that the Bear also wanted to push.

Ruth wiped off her tears because she had realized that the Wood-
cutter’s house should be rebuilt. She waved her hand and the Birds from
all over the neighborhood congregated together in the glade. The girl
ordered the Birds to bring straws for building a durable roof. She whis-
pered good words to the Bears and they started felling trees and rolling
the logs to the glade. Log to log to build a house. The Foxes were fetch-
ing moss from the swamp and the Birds were shoving it between the
logs. Soon a new house rose up in the middle of the glade. The house
was of exceptional beauty as it was built with great love.

When all the Animals gathered in the glade, the Birds got excited.
They 1ssued a call and scatted in different directions. Soon they flew
back holding seeds in their beaks. They threw the seeds onto the ground
and a new garden grew up around the house. There were different flow-
ers of different shapes and colors. And how wonderful the garden was!
And every creature of the wood was happy. The Birds were singing
marvelous songs; the Bears broke into a dance. The Hares, the Foxes,
the Hedgehogs and other forest beasts were glad to observe the Wood-
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cutter’s house again. Especially as the new one was much more beauti-
ful. Ruth was also happy.

But after the gaiety was over, Ruth remembered that it was high
time for her to go back home. The beasts grew sad as they did not want
to stay on their own. Ruth looked into their eyes full of grief and sor-
row and understood she would never be able to leave her friends. That
is how Ruth stayed in the forest to live.

Since then she lived in the house and helped everyone in trouble. She
would always warm and pet a beast and would let it into the house and
feed it. If a traveler or a hunter lost his way, she would treat the guest and
show the way home. A rumor about kind Ruth spread all over the dense
wood and as acknowledgement of thanks she would be given fairy-tales.
So a countless quantity of various fairy-tales was kept by Ruth.

Once in a very cold winter day a rich man got lost on his way back
home from hunting. He was very close to freezing to death. He did not
know that Aunty Ruth’s house was nearby. But the Wild Dog nosed him
out and ran to the wood to bring him to the house. It took Aunty Ruth a
whole winter to cure the Man. She took care of him and in order he did
not miss his home she was telling him different fairy-tales. Each time
a new beautiful and interesting fairy-tale. The time flew so fast that the
Man did not notice the spring had come. It was the time for him to go
home. Aunty Ruth and the animals went out to see the Man off. It was
hard for him to see them for the last time because they had become so
dear to his heart, nevertheles his family was waiting for him home.

After coming back home the Man could not stop thinking about kind
Aunty Ruth. A young lady, who presented her life to the wood, had changed
into a kind and favourite aunty. He wanted to thank her but did not know
how. Finally he decided to present her a majestically beautiful small chest,
decorated with various precious stones, in the centre of which there was a
pattern, laid out of sapphires and emeralds. It was the place where Aunty
Ruth started to keep her fairy-tales. And each time someone committed
good deeds, Ruth presented him a fairy-tale from the small chest.

If you ever did something good or committed a good action in your
life, Aunty Ruth presents you these fairy-tales.
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A STORY TOAD-AGA SIRMA,
WISE HERMA AND HER FRIENDS

It was an ordinary day in the toads’ kingdom. At the sunrise some
toads were going to rest as they adapted to act at night, while the oth-
ers were greeting the Sun with friendly croaking. The Rain Frog gave a
long extensive croak as a conventional sign. Every day she attentively
watched after everything what was happening around. And if some-
thing interesting happened she would announce the news to her curious
friends. Now they were standing still because they saw Gerr, the red
toads’ leader, crawling out of the water. He was moving slowly, peer-
ing attentively at the side, where laid the border between his and the
green frogs’ possessions. The green frogs had been frequently seen at
the border. Gerr’s devoted friend Quaak was the first to notice them.
Quaak was a powerful young warrior with a strong and muscular body,
covered with tough horny skin. That fact worried them a lot.

The red toads together with their former almighty ruler, old wise
Herma, were the keepers of the most important secret of the toads’
kingdom that was handed down by their ancestors. The secret could be
solved with the magic silver pin. Herma was the only one to know the
place where the pin was hidden. Gerr, Herma and Quaak assembled
the Privy Council as their pond was in danger. The head of the green
frogs’ kingdom Queer intended to seize the pin; that would mean to get
the power over the whole toads’ kingdom. He had already conquered
a lot of ponds and new lands. At first he deceived and bent to his will
ordinary frogs as they were too trustful. Afterwards he won the grass
frogs. But the red toads’ possessions remained unconquered. Therefore
crafty Queer merged with much craftier huge toad-aga Sirma. She was
the largest and the most poisonous toad in the whole world as she could
poison even a very big dog. So, not only inhabitants of the pond but the
beasts of the wood were afraid of her. Moreover, she had already been
the owner of all the lands except the red toads’ pond. Gerr, Herma and
Quaak realized that to win the crafty toad on their own would be im-
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possible. But to save and protect the secret was extremely necessary. If
the secret was seized they would use it for their sly purposes; thereby
all the swamps and ponds would be dried. And the rain frogs would not
be able to ask for so much rain to save the swamps. And as the result
the wood would die without its swamps and ponds. And all the wood’s
inhabitants would disappear.

The next moment old wise Herma set out for a long and dangerous
journey to meet big and strong and wise frog Tahlk. He was a bull-frog
and 1t was 1n his power to stop evil toad-aga Sirma. For many times
Herma helped Tahlk in difficult situations and now it was his turn to
help Herma and her neighbours.

Unfortunately, crafty Queer guessed Herma’s plans and the green
frogs’ army blocked her way. But the wood’s inhabitants relieved Her-
ma: wise wolf Arry, the wild bears’ leader, the Fox, clamorous Crows,
meek cobweb Birds, shrewd and lazy Cuckoo, fast-legged fighting
white Hare, falcon Yarik; all gathered to protect the toads’ kingdom and
save the secret. They helped Herma to reach the possessions of wise
and strong Tahlk.

By that time the hordes of the green frogs had already conquered
the pond of wise Herma. Sirma herself was at the head of the huge
army. The red toads’ leader Gerr was encircled and the giant toad-aga
threatened with killing everyone and destroying everything around, if
they did not tell the secret of wise Herma and ordered to give her the
magic pin. The falcons knew that Sirma had attacked the pond and flew
fast to inform Herma. “We must hurry! Sirma is very strong! The odds
are in her favour! If she knows the secret, we all will die!” — cried fal-
con Yarik; picked wise Herma up and carried her to the red toads’ pond.
Tahlk together with his army of strong bull-frogs set out towards the
pond and all the beasts of the wood followed him.

A dreadful battle took the field. The hordes of green frogs were
jumping ahead and giant toad-aga Sirma started firing her poison that
was killing everyone who was approaching her. She was laughing in a
very loud voice and getting closer and closer to Herma, demanding to

141



give her the silver pin and tell the secret that was kept in its pearl tip.
Wise Herma produced her poison and joined the battle. But the powers
were unequal. Crafty Sirma’s poison was so strong that even the beasts
were afraid to step forward to her. Sirma was in her triumph. She had
gained the victory. Herma, losing her last power, was trying to cover
the pin with her body, protecting it from crafty Sirma. The beasts stood
rigid.

Suddenly, a great number of storks appeared in the sky, swinging
with their big wings. They were rapidly approaching the pond; the fal-
cons had called them for help from the nearby swamp. With the flaw
caused by their wings the storks were scattering the frogs. Only Sirma
remained motionless. She wavered, having noticed a stork above her
head. When she looked back, she saw her army had been smashed.

Two storks rushed down to Sirma. The one had pecked her with
power so that she fell flat on the ground. Then the two storks picked her
up high in the sky and dropped her away.

C-r-o-a-k!!! — heard the wood’s animals the last helpless sound of
Sirma, when she crashed onto the ground and turned into a wet spot.

The birds and the animals rushed to Herma. She was rescued as
well as the silver pin with its pearl tip that concluded the most important
secret of everything alive in the wood.




THE SECRETS OF THE ARTANIAN LAND

Once two good friends Yan and Stoyan went hunting and got lost
in the dense wood. They worried because they could not find the way
back. Dusk was falling. Suddenly they heard a cat mewing and did not
believe their ears. The friends could hardly believe that there was a cat
in the wood. But soon a real fat cat cropped up in front of them. He was
slowly mewing as if inviting to follow him. Yan and Stoyan hurried after
the cat, but in a few seconds the forest parted and a road appeared. It was
narrow, looping between boulders and it was not clear where it was lead-
ing to. As soon as they stepped on the road, the cat disappeared. Though,
the friends continued their way. They had been wandering for a long time
before they looked around and saw that the boulders stayed far behind.
Now the friends themselves were soaring somewhere high above a big
and wonderful world. They saw different forests and rivers underneath.
Horses were frisking and cows were grazing in the boundless meadows.
After the fellows heard the monotonous mewing again, they realized that
they were standing on a high hill. A fast full-flowing river was coming out
of it. And at the bottom of the hill spread a big ancient city.

Suddenly, the friends noticed the city guard approaching to catch
them. Immediately the boys took to their heels. But the hill occurred to
be too steep that they fell down and rolled head over heels, and, finally,
at the bottom, they fell into a deep hole, which was so deep, that it took
them long to land. Thus, they got in the possessions of kind wizard
Chirtay. He was the owner of the Princely Hills and had already been
waiting for the boys. Chirtay told them that the road had led them to the
ancient country Artania. Many centuries ago old wise men, merchants
and travelers were whispering stories about that mysterious country,
as strange things had been happening there. Nobody was ever allowed
to enter it, but those who had ever dared to get there, vanished forever.
Many people heard about it but nobody knew where the country was
situated. Some people supposed it to stand near ancient Kiev that used
to be called Kuyab at those times. Some told it was situated on the river
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Orshitsa that ran near ancient Belarusian town Orsha. There were many
other talks.

The stars had hinted Chirtay about the two friends Yan and Stoyan
who would come and save kind healer Lodur who was great and knew
all the secrets in the world. Wicked Agatha confined him in the dungeon
and was going to sell him into slavery as he had refused to serve her.
Agatha was one of the Artanian Prince’s wives and possessed endless
power and countless riches, but she desired to rule the whole world. Her
faithful servant was sly and insidious cat Khan, the same cat, met by
Yan and Stoyan on their way. Every day at midnight, when terrestrial
and celestial dimensions met, the cat, transferring in time and place,
enticed travelers to the moon-lit road. Later wicked Agatha would sell
them into slavery.

The friends had a few days left to save kind Lodur. Chirtay sent
the swamp ducks’ tsar Hed to help the boys. In their dangerous jour-
ney they were to face with many difficulties and obstacles: at first with
Aghir, the most perfidious quack in the world, who was one of Agatha’s
servants and was very cruel; then with the monster that lived in the
Princely Hills and blocked the boy’s way to the dungeon, where Lodur
was imprisoned; and at last with cat Khan, who seemed crafty, but ac-
tually was coward. They got over the dangerous way to the dungeon,
passed the underground magic lake, seized by ruse Agatha’s ruby ring
that she had never parted with because it had a magic bead inside that
contained her power and will. They reached the dungeon where Lodur
had been languishing in captivity. But before that, they met the guard.
At that moment the friends remembered the magic power of Agatha’s
ring and rubbed it. The Hills parted and the swamp ducks’ tsar Hed flew
from there, followed by the flock of big strong swamp ducks. The birds
rushed upon the guard while the friends threw themselves to save Lo-
dur. But Lodur’s life power was leaving him, he could not walk. At that
same moment the Hills were slowly meeting and only with the help of
Yan’s and Stoyan’s courage and resource, they were able to rescue and
save Lodur.
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But the way back home happened to be much harder and more
dangerous. Only once at the same time during a moonlit night the first
moonlight ray was coming to the earth. For a few seconds it had to
touch the earth and the friends were to jump into it. But the runaways
were chased by the guard. The ray was slowly coming up high into the
dark night sky.




THE SEAL, THE QUEEN OF ICE

Far away, at the back of beyond, among huge ice floes reaching the
sky, where the cold ocean waves were splashing, spread out a fantastic
kingdom under the name of Icelandia. There were royal ice palaces with
transparent columns and tracery roofs surrounded by wonderful crystal
gardens of extreme beauty. Its dwellers were riding in light crystal carts
and carriages, sitting under crystal laced umbrellas and hiding from the
bright cold sun.

In the centre of the ice kingdom there was the largest ice floe in the
world. In the centre of the floe stood the biggest palace with the largest
ice hall in the world, in the middle of which the King Icelandiy V was
mounting his crystal throne. Everyone in the kingdom loved the King for
his kindness for his kindness. His servants, as it should be, were trying to
please their master. But one day all of a sudden a snowstorm collapsed.
The sun went out. Only a strong wind was walking through the kingdom.
The wicked blizzard picked up the carriage, which young princess Anna,
the King’s most beloved daughter, was riding in. Whirling high in the
air, the blizzard carried Anna far to the kingdom of the Seal, the Queen
of ice, which stretched among icebergs and permafrost.

The King was sad for many days, but nobody could help his grieve.
None of his servants could venture to set off to the Seal’s kingdom.
The way was long and dangerous. To reach the kingdom one should
surmount unassailable land of white bears, the land of drift ice, ruled by
white female bear Mirta, and the island of walruses. Then a white snow
desert woul spread its territory. It was the most difficult obstacle on
the way to the kingdom. When someone was approaching it, the snow
desert woke up. Light wind started walking about the snow, rolling and
gathering it in snowdrifts. Thus the desert gave a signal to the Seal, who
would send a strong destructive snowstorm to meet the travelers.

The Seal was cunning. She wanted a handsome prince from a
wealthy kingdom to fall in love with her. But no one was seeking in
marriage with the Seal because she was evil and envious. She was not
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able to understand that she would be loved not for power and force but
kindness and good acts. By the time a princess in some country grew
up, the Seal would send the snowstorm there for steeling the poor child
and later turning her into an ice statue. At those moments the Seal felt
herself a winner. She climbed onto the throne in the middle of the big
hall, clapped her flippers and called her servants seal-friends together.
They put the laced crown of transparent icicles on her head and started
dancing around their Queen. They were praising her long big body with
a splendid tail, dark spotty back, clear belly, beautiful flippers like a fan.
“What wonderful moustache! Isn’t it lovely? You will never see such
beauty anywhere!” — They used to repeat.

Princess Anna was the most beautiful of all the princesses in the
world, that’s why the Seal hated her so much and wanted to revenge her
for her beauty. The Seal was planning to throw Anna into an ice dig and
then turn her into an ice mass.

A simple youth Mikhay came to the aid of the King. His friends:
deer, penguins, white bear Mirta and supreme spirit Tarra supported
Mikhay. The King presented the fellow with the magic ball and the
ancient book, which prompted him the right direction and gave power
to win the snowstorm, the blizzard and their servants-whirlwinds. Hav-
ing known about Mikhay and his friends reaching the Seal’s kingdom,
its dwellers-seals crawled away at once and swam far in the sea. The
Queen grasped Anna and ordered her to stop Mikhay and powerful Mir-
ta. If she did not obey, the blizzard would freeze the guy who had dared
to come to her land, and the Seal would turn the princess into a piece of
ice and then destroy Icelandia.

— Mikhay! Mirta! Go back! Otherwise the blizzard will kill you
and destroy Icelandia. The Seal will turn me into ice!-cried Anna in de-
spair. The blizzard was already whirling around Anna, painfully biting
her with its cold winds. The Seal was whispering the blizzard: “Freeze
her, freeze! Let Mikhay see an ice mess instead of the princess.”

But wise Mirta, the ancient book and the magic ball helped Mikhay
to save Princess Anna. The Seal got frightened, hid behind the throne
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and was trembling with fear as she had stayed alone. Even the blizzard
had left her. Then she crawled to the edge of the ice floe. Powerful Mirta
almost stepped on her tail, but the Seal could jump into the water. Mirta
howled giving a signal to her servants to catch the Seal.

— Needn’t, Mirta! — Cried Mikhay. — Let her swim far away
from here and never come back! She has stayed alone and nobody needs
her. Nobody will ever help her. This is the worst punishment.

Icelandia was rejoicing as Princess Anna had been saved and King
Icelandiy V had stopped crying. The King arranged a sumptuous feast
for his citizens. The Icelandian dwellers were having fun and nobody
noticed Mikhay had left the kingdom. He took his horn out of his bag
and blew it three times to gather his faithful friends. They were happy
as they had saved the princess. But they did not expect any rewards be-
cause they were real friends.



AT THE CASTLE RUINS

Once a peasant was riding back home on a cart loaded with fire
woods. He lived on a farm and knew the road very well. Though the
night was falling, he was not afraid of anything. Suddenly, some clumsy
animal wheeled out from the bushes. The peasant stopped the cart to see
what had blocked up his way; a chubby badger was running towards the
wood. At the cart there laid a bundle tied up with a leather string. In-
side of the bundle there were ancient manuscripts. The peasant gave the
manuscripts to Aunty Ruth to unravel them together with her assistants.
She was able to guess what important the badger wanted to tell.

Many different wonderful adventures happened to them while they
were trying to guess the secret of the ancient manuscripts. To know the
secret, Aunty Ruth’s assistants visited the old badgers that lived in an
ancient city, which was more than six centuries old. Those old badgers
showed them the way to the castle ruins. The badgers themselves were
frightened to come closer to the ruins as many strange things had hap-
pened there.

Once a year, when the moonlight fell on the Castle Hill, in its
highest place used to appear a butler, wearing a velvety jacket. He
clapped his hands three times and an ancient castle grew up from the
ground. It had spacious galleries and high arches. The butler clapped
three times more and a golden boat, decorated with flowers, appeared
on the river. Musicians went out and gathered on the high bank of the
Castle Hill and started playing a beautiful tender tune on the lutes.
When the boat had moored to the bank, a young beautiful girl came
out. She was wearing beautiful white clothes and her head was cov-
ered with Madonna lilies. A long white cape with golden embroidery
was carried by a small red-haired page. As soon as the butler clapped
his hand three times again, the castle with its households and guests
revived. The candles were brightly lighting in the windows, the ser-
vants were fussing, and the city dwellers of the neighborhood were
going out to meet the young Beauty.
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All of a sudden the dogs at the kennel started barking. Everything
on the Castle Hill stood still and vanished in a moment. Only a quiet
whisper was slightly heard from the river side. “Remove the spell from
us! Remove the spell... We want to go back to our time. To our time....
The ball... Soon will be the ball...”

Long time ago evil spirit Kuziur cast a spell on the young Beauty
and the castle dwellers. The young page, Erney by name, helped to re-
move the spell. He had made a long journey to the constellation of Cas-
siopeia and Ophiucus to get into the kingdom of Spirits. They helped
him to conquer Kuziur. Kind spirit Bazan that had lived on the trees
nearby the castle and loved all the castle dwellers and the young Beauty
showed Erney the way. Bazan gave Erney a magic ever burning fire to
light up his way. Kuziur had messed up the sky ways so that nobody
could ever approach the kingdom of kind spirits. Erney was to face with
many obstacles, to enter battle against celestial creatures. He had to
hurry as the longest night of the year had started. Only once in a year for
five centuries kind spirit Bazan arranged a ball for the castle dwellers.
Only at that night if kind spirits won evil Kuziur they would be able to
come back to their time. Otherwise, at three o’clock, before the sunrise,
the evil spirit would take them into eternity.

Translated by Vezhan Natalia
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